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21st FEBRUARY 2021

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT – Year B
God’s Covenant (and our Connectedness) with All

Fr Mark writes: In our first reading this weekend, we hear part of the
tale of Noah and the ark. God spoke with Noah and made a covenant, an
agreement, a bond with him. Not just with him, however, nor even with
just Noah and his family or Noah and his descendants. God makes this
covenant with every living thing. Some commentators have named this
the “cosmic covenant”, the promise that God makes to Creation as a
whole.
In the book of Genesis we have a rising crescendo of primal sin, and of
alienation from God. From the creation of Eve/woman as the pinnacle of
creation, humanity begins to slide rapidly, beginning with the temptation
in the garden, to the sin of envy and the first murder, and a progressive
degrading of the harmony and beauty which once existed. We are only in
the sixth chapter of the Bible, when God decides to send the flood to
wash away all the sin and filth of the world. All that will remain is one
man, Noah, and his family, along with the animals which will be rescued
on the ark.
God knows that mankind is going to mess up, that evil will occur, and yet
this does not stop God from creating. Creation is part of God’s salvific
plan, a blessing for us. We are bodily creatures and our salvation
presupposes Creation.
What sort of relationship do we have to Creation?
We cannot be independent of Creation, for our bodies are made of it. Nor
are we to instrumentalise Creation, treating it merely as a resource to be
plundered and exploited. I would like to suggest that our call, our
vocation, is to participate in Creation. We are part of Creation and cannot
exist, or be saved, apart from Creation. The Incarnation presupposes
creation. God doesn't leave behind materiality, finiteness but rather
transforms it. The Resurrection of Jesus, and our future resurrection, is a
bodily one, albeit with a new body. We need, therefore, to think in new
way from the perspective of resurrection. Creation, in God’s plan, is not
ordered to decay but towards transformation in Christ.
In Laudato Si, Pope Francis speaks of Creation as a sick sister, crying out
for mercy, for love which heals. The crisis is personalised and each of us
is called to a conversion - to see and respond to the needs of our sister
from our own heart. We are being called into a deeper “koinonia”, or
communion, with Creation and with Creator, whose image is “stamped”
on all created things in their relationships.
If the rising crescendo of primal sin is about the breaking of
relationships, then the work of the Holy Spirit is in restoring and
bringing healing to these relationships, to this living connectedness.
God wants to bring healing to Creation. God wants to bring health –
biological as well as spiritual and psychological. We are called as
Christians to recognise that we have a unique relationship with Creation,
a moral relationship, one that goes beyond respect to teleology: “I want
this Creation to flourish so that it too may achieve its goal.” We are to be
instruments of healing for Creation but also to allow Creation to be a
source of grace, and therefore healing, for us.
Wendell Berry, in the poem The Peace of Wild Things, writes beautifully
of this healing grace:
When despair for the world grows in me
and I wake in the night at the least sound
in fear of what my life and my children’s lives may be,
I go and lie down where the wood drake
rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds.

I come into the peace of wild things
who do not tax their lives with forethought
of grief. I come into the presence of still water.
And I feel above me the day-blind stars
waiting with their light. For a time
I rest in the grace of the world, and am free.
Let me end by sharing some possible “ecological virtues”, which might
serve us well as we invite the Holy Spirit to help us undergo our own
ecological conversion this Lent.
Praise – “[St.] Francis helps us to see that an integral ecology calls for
openness to categories which transcend the language of mathematics and
biology, and take us to the heart of what it is to be human. Just as happens
when we fall in love with someone, whenever he would gaze at the sun,
the moon or the smallest of animals, he burst into song, drawing all other
creatures into his praise. He communed with all creation, even preaching
to the flowers, inviting them “to praise the Lord, just as if they were
endowed with reason”. (Laudato Si, 11) you only praise someone if you
value them.
Gratitude – “One expression of this attitude is when we stop and give
thanks to God before and after meals. I ask all believers to return to this
beautiful and meaningful custom. That moment of blessing, however
brief, reminds us of our dependence on God for life; it strengthens our
feeling of gratitude for the gifts of creation; it acknowledges those who
by their labours provide us with these goods; and it reaffirms our
solidarity with those in greatest need.” (Laudato Si, 227) Gratitude
towards another helps us to recognise and treat the other as a gift and not
as something to be exploited.
Justice – “our inability to think seriously about future generations is
linked to our inability to broaden the scope of our present interests and to
give consideration to those who remain excluded from development. Let
us not only keep the poor of the future in mind, but also today’s poor,
whose life on this earth is brief and who cannot keep on waiting. Hence,
“in addition to a fairer sense of intergenerational solidarity there is also an
urgent moral need for a renewed sense of intragenerational solidarity”
(Laudato Si, 162) What systems are required and what personal decisions
to ensure that Creation is genuinely for the benefit of all?
Sobriety and Simplicity – “Christian spirituality proposes an alternative
understanding of the quality of life, and encourages a prophetic and
contemplative lifestyle, one capable of deep enjoyment free of the
obsession with consumption…It is the conviction that “less is more”. A
constant flood of new consumer goods can baffle the heart and prevent us
from cherishing each thing and each moment. To be serenely present to
each reality, however small it may be, opens us to much greater horizons
of understanding and personal fulfilment. Christian spirituality proposes a
growth marked by moderation and the capacity to be happy with little. It
is a return to that simplicity which allows us to stop and appreciate the
small things, to be grateful for the opportunities which life affords us, to
be spiritually detached from what we possess, and not to succumb to
sadness for what we lack. This implies avoiding the dynamic of dominion
and the mere accumulation of pleasures. Such sobriety, when lived freely
and consciously, is liberating” (Laudato Si 222-3) What can we do to
guard against hoarding and so allowing ourselves to enjoy the “small
things” of life?
Humility – “Once we lose our humility, and become enthralled with the
possibility of limitless mastery over everything, we inevitably end up
harming society and the environment.” (Laudato Si, 224) How do we
ensure we are “earthed”?
Maybe this week you can reflect on these ecological virtues and bring to
prayer the question, “Lord, which of these do you most need me to
cultivate this Lent?”
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Lent Opportunities – Reboot, Rediscover, Recharge

Discovering more about Lent –
A series of evening sessions

Gospel of Mark - Scripture Reflection series
with Deacon Martin
Deacon Martin invites you to join him, and other parishioners, on a
journey through the Gospel of Mark.
Throughout this year, most of our Sunday gospels (and those at weekday
Mass) are from Mark's gospel. So we hope this series will help you put
each of those gospel readings in context - as we'll read and
reflect together on a chapter each week.
The format of each session will be discussion-based, plus a summary of
each chapter's key themes from Deacon Martin. There'll also be plenty of
opportunities to ask questions, and meet other parishioners. Don't worry
if you can't attend every session: you'll be given the materials from each
week's session to catch up if you want.
The sessions are taking place weekly over Zoom, on Friday evenings,
from 19:45-21:30, starting Friday 5th March. To join us, and get more
details, please register via the following link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIudOGtqD4oGd
aE2DG12xsvz4CgBP3AxqWz
If you have any questions, please
email formation@stpeterswinchester.org.uk.
We hope you will join us, not only to learn about Mark's gospel, but
more importantly to get to know its subject: "Jesus Christ, the Son of
God" (Mk 1:1).

You can still sign up to receive: a short daily message from the
parish; or a slightly longer weekly message; or an invite to join Fr
Mark for a weekly guided prayer on Zoom on Sundays (or all
three).

Lent is a time when we are invited to repent, which means to turn back to
God, to take stock of our lives and to resolve to deepen our love of God
and our neighbour. In this series we help one another to discover more
about some of the practices that help us to do this. We will look at some
of the beautiful scriptures on forgiveness and love for our brothers and
sisters, the teaching of the Church, and the wonderful gift of the
sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation. Sessions will be led by: Fr
Stephen Vooght, Tony Darlison, Mike Elks, Mike Slinn, Rosanne Walker.
The sessions have begun, but you are still very welcome to join us:
please register using this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEvd2tpjktGtaM32RT_QLzazWSkZ57Yxhs
If you have any questions please e-mail
formation@stpeterswinchester.org.uk
These are the next two sessions:
Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving Tuesday 23 February 19:45 – 21:00
Learn about why the Church, since the earliest times, has recommended
the three ‘pillars’ of Lenten devotion: prayer, fasting and almsgiving.
Develop your understanding of prayer and fasting and share practical
ideas for Lenten observance.
Called to Serve Tuesday 2 March 19:45 – 21:00 Listen to how the third
‘pillar’ of Lent, almsgiving, is a call to service. Deepen your
understanding of prayer as the source of love, and service of our
neighbour as a consequence of love.

This week there will be an opportunity for early morning mass
on Tuesday (23rd February) – 7am at St Peter’s, also
livestreamed.

The Stations of the Cross is a 14-step devotion commemorating Jesus Christ's last day on Earth as a man. Each station
focuses on a specific event of His last day, with meditation and prayers. It can be done individually when the church is open,
and there will also be a guided service on Sundays in Lent at 4.30, starting this weekend – at St Peter’s church, and also
livestreamed. The service lasts around 40 minutes.
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Welcome…….. If this is your first time reading the newsletter, then you are particularly welcome. Please get in touch - we'd love to tell you about
everything that's going on here, and invite you to join us. Just to start you off, elsewhere in the newsletter you will find our services, our virtual
church timetable and other activities. And best of all, there’s Alpha just above this…. Look at our website https://www.catholicwinchester.org.uk/ ,
or our Facebook page or email office@stpeterswinchester.org.uk

Big news! We
have
successfully
appointed a
Parish
Administration
Manager.
Michaela
Waterfield will
be joining us in
April – she
introduces
herself here:

Anyone who knows me well, will tell you that the 3 most important things in my life are
my faith, my family and my work as a primary school teacher. My personal journey in
faith began in Basingstoke (my hometown), continued when I made the move to
Southampton to train and work as a teacher in a Catholic school, and now it seems, it is
leading me to Winchester, to join you on your journey and to support your parish mission.
I have never been one to stray too far from home!
My parents and siblings still live in the Basingstoke area, but I have made my home in
Hedge End, where I live with my husband and 2 daughters (1 a teenager, the other, very
much practising!). We enjoy being part of the City Centre Parish in Southampton and
attend St Edmund’s Church. I am currently one of the assistant head teachers at Springhill
Catholic Primary School, but having taught there for almost 24 years, I am now grasping
the opportunity God has given me to grow and serve Him in a different way. I will miss
teaching, but I very much look forward to learning with you, from you and to doing all I
can to support you in my new role as your Parish Administration Manager.

Please keep Canon Peter Wilkie in your prayers…
He had a fall and damaged his ribs but is doing well and is now home
from hospital. He is grateful for all the good wishes and your continued
prayers.

Covenant with the Poor Next weekend (28th) the Covenant with the
Poor team will be appealing for support for 'Clean water for a village in
Zambia'. A link to the appeal leaflet is on the parish website front page
in the Latest News section. Please support generously as ever!

Current lockdown regulations
PLEASE REMEMBER THAT YOU MUST (BY LAW) WEAR A FACE COVERING IN
CHURCH AT ALL TIMES, UNLESS YOU HAVE AN AGE, HEALTH or DISABILITY
REASON FOR NOT DOING SO (SOME PEOPLE ARE LESS ABLE TO WEAR FACE
COVERINGS, AND THE REASONS FOR THIS MAY NOT BE VISIBLE TO OTHERS.
PLEASE BE MINDFUL AND RESPECTFUL OF SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES). YOU MAY
REMOVE YOUR FACE COVERING BRIEFLY AND TEMPORARILY TO RECEIVE
COMMUNION, AND IF YOU ARE PROCLAIMING THE READING AT MASS.
It’s also particularly important that you keep your distance from those in the
congregation from other households, and don’t socialise or stop and chat with
them at the end of Mass, either inside or outside church. Please: wave, nod,
smile and greet from a distance. We know how hard that is, none of us likes it,
but we have to observe the rules in the hope of a better future…

Children’s Liturgy
Online
Our weekly Children's
Liturgy is running now via
our online Zoom platform.
The sessions take place at
9:30am - 9:50am on
Sundays, so you are then
free to join in with the 10am
livestreamed Mass if you wish. To make the sessions as secure as
possible, you will need to pre-register here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpdCgqDsjHdFJalMzv9TVFB4Iu-9cEITv

And remember that all services from St Peter’s are livestreamed so you can always
take part from home.

Printable activity & colouring sheets are put up in advance on the
website: click on the link on the website homepage.

CWL NEWS

parachutist caught on the
roof - and the Museum
behind the Church at St. Mére
Église in Normandy. Visiting
Lisieux was memorable,
arriving in a thick mist, then
almost magically the Basilica
of Lisieux appeared out of the
mist, an almost spiritual moment. It was just beautiful there inside the
Basilica, the place, the history and the atmosphere. At the time of
Thérèse’s exhumation, a palm cross discovered inside her coffin was
found to be green. Thérèse’s Parent’s grave is at the rear of the
Basilica; also visited was the Carmelite Convent where Thérèse lived
and was first buried, later transferred to a Chapel which now holds her
body in a Reliquary in Lisieux. What special memories we carry with us
that enrich “our journey.”

“Another first achieved; we had our CWL Portsmouth Diocese AGM
and for the first time, it took place on Zoom, which we are well used to now. It’s really
great how we’ve all taken to the technology and most importantly, it is easier to keep
in touch, not available that long ago but making such a difference to each and everyone
involved now. Then last Thursday evening at our CWL Zoom meeting, we were talking
about candles, members showed special ones to them. Following on, we reminisced
about pilgrimage, firstly to Lourdes, and discussed how Lourdes has changed over the
years but people’s great ardour has never waned. Some have been to the Holy Land
with Canon Paul, visiting Nazareth, the Sea of Galilee, the River Jordan, Bethlehem and
Sr. Maria Grech at the Bethlehem Centre where she and her team do such sterling work
for those partitioned - for whom we’ve raised funds several times – and Jerusalem
including the Via Dolorosa, Mass in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre and the Garden of
Gethsemane. Having visited all these places mentioned in the Bible, it became so much
more meaningful when hearing readings at Mass back home. One member had been
to Lisieux and still has a special feeling remembering. Also went to Mass in the Church
– famous because of the
Fairtrade Fortnight - 22 Feb- 7 Mar Climate
PLEASE PRAY FOR the
change is bringing growing challenges for
repose of the souls of
farmers and workers in the communities
those who have died
Fairtrade works with. They report that the
recently:
climate crisis is an immediate and everincreasing threat and they are already seeing
its impacts from droughts and crop disease to
Christopher Chalmers RIP
floods, heatwaves and shrinking harvests. You
Carmel Wright RIP
can help them by looking out for Fairtrade
Roger Prosser RIP
products in your supermarket, or buying
online from Oxfam www.oxfamfairtrade.be or
from Traidcraft www.traidcraftshop.co.uk

PRAYER CORNER: Each week, this section will
contain an intercession that I hope every
parishioner will pray for during the coming week.
In this way, we will all pray to the Lord for the
parish’s mission, because “if the Lord does not build… in vain do
the builders labour” (Ps 127:1) Fr. Mark
This Week’s Intention Let us pray that on our Lent journey, our
parish family may revitalise its connection with God through
prayer and with each other through care and support
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Useful Contacts
Clergy: Fr Mark Hogan (Parish Priest); Fr Anthony Chiatu Njingo (Assistant Priest); & Fr Stephen
Vooght
Deacon Gerard Dailly and Deacon Martin McElroy
Director of Evangelisation and Leadership: Allegra Mutanda
Finance Manager Annette Parr,: Facilities and Resources Manager Sean Reidy
Pastoral team: Rosanne Walker, Jo Donaldson
To get in touch with them, and for other general matters, please contact the Parish Office: 01962
852804 office@stpeterswinchester.org.uk .
• PeterCares : petercares@stpeterswinchester.org.uk
• Prayerline: prayer@stpeterswinchester.org.uk
• Newsletter: editor@stpeterswinchester.org.uk
• Newsletter list: hello@stpeterswinchester.org.uk
• St. Peter’s School Office: 01962 852820
• St. Thomas More’s Stockbridge: please email Anne Keenan at anne@annekeenan.co.uk
For stewarding and volunteering: please email Anna annasmyllie@outlook.com

PeterCares News
Since the start of the Corona Virus pandemic last year, Marion
Sharpe has led a fantastic team who have attempted to contact
280 parishioners and have spoken to over 200 of them. The team,
which has included 35 callers during the year, continues to make
regular calls to keep in touch with 90 parishioners.
Marion is now moving on to focus on SVP activities and as a Parish
we thank her for the commitment and love she has shown in
supporting and co-ordinating the PeterCares team.
Liz Eastham who many of you will know from other parish
ministries, most recently Alpha, has kindly accepted to take over
from Marion as our PeterCares Coordinator. We welcome Liz in
her new role.
We offer our prayers and thanks for the ministry of Marion and Liz
as they continue to serve in our Parish Community.

Young People (aged 11-18) – why not
join our “Uncover Series”, on Zoom every Weds
7:30-8:30pm? Relaxed sessions, asking real,
relevant questions, focussing on the Gospel of
Mark. This series is starting off during Lent and
so replaces our youth groups during this time.
We will begin on Wednesday 3rd March.
To find out more information including how to
register, please
email youthstuff@stpeterswinchester.org.uk or
visit https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register
/tZ0qcuCrqTItGdN64ML8scLphmUoFqQyJo3N
Alternatively check out our posts on the youth
social media pages on Instagram
(@spatwmyouth) and Facebook (St Peter and
the Winchester Martyrs Youth Ministry)

First Sunday of Lent
Entrance Antiphon
Cf. Ps 90: 15-16
When he calls on me, I will answer him;
I will deliver him and give him glory,
I will grant him length of days.
First reading
Genesis 9: 8-15
Responsorial Psalm Psalm 24(25): 4-6,7b-9
Your ways, Lord, are faithfulness and love for those who keep your
covenant.
Second reading 1 Peter 3: 18-22
Gospel Acclamation Mt4:4
Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!
Man does not live on bread alone,
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.
Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!
Gospel Mark 1: 12-15
Communion Antiphon Matthew 4: 4
One does not live by bread alone,
But by every word that comes forth from the mouth of God.

Virtual Church Programme - Week commencing 21st February
All public liturgies are also livestreamed
Liturgies & Prayer

Monday - Friday

Morning Prayer and Adoration @St
Peter’s

8am – 9am

(Public & live streamed)

Monday Saturday

Holy Hour (Adoration) @St Peter’s

10.30am – 12noon (Tuesday, Wednesday &
Thursday)
11am – 12noon (Monday, Friday & Saturday)

Monday - Friday

Divine Mercy Chaplet - Online

2.55pm – 3.20pm

Monday - Sunday

Night Prayer and Adoration
(Live stream only)

Children’s Liturgy - Online
(see website for registration)

Sunday

Stations of the Cross
(Public & live streamed)

Lenten weekly guided prayer - Online
(See newsletter for registration)

Evangelisation &
Discipleship

Monday

The Alpha course – Online
(See website or newsletter for registration)

Tuesday

Discovering more about Lent – Online
(See website or newsletter for registration)

Social & Fellowship

Sunday

St Peter’s Tea Room - Online

To access the Zoom virtual sessions, click https://zoom.us/j/4388694572
Alternatively, sign into Zoom and enter Meeting ID: 438 869 4572
Password: 376428

9pm

9.20am – 9.50am
4.30pm
7.30pm - 8.30pm

8pm – 9.15pm

7.45pm – 9pm

11.15am

PLEASE CLICK HERE TO
PARTICIPATE IN MASS ONLINE
Click here if you wish to see recorded services
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Mass Timetable

20th February – 27th February

Date

Mass Times & Intentions

Livestream/Public

Mass

3.30 PM

Family mass at St Peter’s

Livestream, Public, booking reqd

5.30PM

Vigil Mass

Livestream, Public, booking reqd

8 AM

THERE IS NO 8.00AM SUNDAY MASS UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

9 AM

Mass at St Thomas More’s

9.15 AM

Mass at St Stephen’s

People of the Parish

Public, booking reqd

10.00AM

Mass

Intentions of the Neil Family

Livestream only

11 AM

Mass at St Gregory’s

Public, booking reqd

11-11.45 AM

Adoration & private prayer

Open to public

12 Noon

Mass

Christopher Chalmers RIP

Livestream, Public, booking reqd

5.30PM

Mass

Marie Fry

Livestream, Public, booking reqd

12.15PM

Mass

Soul of Edmund Nicholson RIP

Livestream & public

7.00PM

Mass

7AM

Mass

10AM

Mass

Livestream & Public

10 AM

Mass at ST GREGORY’S

Public

7.00PM

Mass

Livestream & public

WEDNESDAY – February 24th
Of the 1st week of Lent

10AM

Mass

Livestream & public

7PM

Mass

Livestream & public

THURSDAY – February 25th
Of the 1st week of Lent

10AM

Mass

Livestream, Public

7 PM

Mass

10 AM

Mass at ST GREGORY’S

12.15PM

Mass

7 PM

Mass

Livestream, Public

9 AM

Mass

Livestream, Public

3.30 PM

Family mass at St Peter’s

Livestream, Public, booking reqd

5.30 PM

Vigil Mass

Livestream, public, booking reqd

SATURDAY – February 20
Our Lady on Saturday

SUNDAY – February 21st
1st Sunday of Lent

MONDAY – February 22nd
Of the 1st week of Lent

TUESDAY – February 23rd
Of the 1st week of Lent

FRIDAY – February 26th
Of the 1st week of Lent

SATURDAY – February 27th
Of the 1st week of Lent

June Howard RIP

Livestream, public

9 AM
th

Public, booking reqd *

Livestream & public
Intentions of the Neil Family

1st anniversary mass for Michael
Szymanski RIP

Livestream & Public

Livestream, Public
Public

Soul of Margaret Merriman

Livestream, Public

All at St. Peter’s, except where stated.
*To book mass at St Thomas More’s Stockbridge, email Anne anne@annekeenan.co.uk. If you would like a phone number to call her, please ring the office
01962 852804 to ask for it.

All other bookings via website homepage - The Parish of St Peter & the Winchester Martyrs - or call office 01962 852804
Extra mass at St Peter’s – 7am, Tuesday 23rd February
Stations of the Cross – Sunday at 4.30pm at St Peter’s
Night prayer (livestream only) every evening from St Peter’s, 9pm
Morning Prayer (open to public) every weekday, Monday to Friday, 8am, followed by Adoration till 9am
St Peter’s also open for Adoration and private prayer every day 11 till 12 (11.45 on Sundays)
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament (Adoration) takes place every day in St Peter’s Church. Come spend time with the One who knows you best!
Times: 8am – 9am weekdays 11am – 12pm every day except Sunday, when it is 11 till 11.45 because of mass
To participate online or see the recorded services for Morning Prayer & Adoration and Night Prayer & Adoration, go to our YouTube channel
Confessions are usually available (without booking) on Saturdays, 11 till noon, then 4.30 to 5
ALL SERVICES (INCLUDING MORNING PRAYER, NIGHT PRAYER & ADORATION) FROM ST PETER’S ARE LIVESTREAMED

A recording of Mass from St Peter’s will be broadcast at 6pm on Winchester Radio on Sunday, 21st February.
We know many people really appreciated the chance to hear the broadcast on previous occasions, and we are
very grateful to our friends at Winchester Radio for organizing this. If you know of anyone who is missing
attending Mass and is not online, it would be a great idea to tell them about it (and we’d love to hear from
anyone who listens in). The broadcast will go out just after the 6pm news on Sunday, with a repeat on Tuesday evening (23rd) at 8pm. They are at
94.7FM across Winchester and the immediately-surrounding villages, or online via their website, or using the UK Radioplayer app on your smart
device. Winchester Radio is a real local community project, run by volunteers, and well worth supporting
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