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27thFebruary 2022 Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C 

Seriously God - Introduction 

 

Fr Mark writes: 

This weekend, we are beginning a brand new message series for Lent 
called, “Seriously, God? Making sense of life not making sense”. It seems 
like an appropriate topic for our times. 

On the surface, there are a whole load of things that don’t make much 
sense. When this happens, we can sometimes start to get angry with 
God or blame God for the trials and tribulations of life. We don’t 
understand how a good God can let bad things happen. We can feel 
betrayed by God and hurt by the negative circumstances of life. Some 
people get so frustrated with God that they walk away from Church or 
faith or anything to do with religion. 

So throughout the course of this series we are going to look at some of 
those thorny issues that get in the way of developing faith and trust in 
God. We are going to see that we are not the first ones to deal with 
disappointment with God. The heroes and figures of the Bible 
experienced the same frustrations with God. They experienced a gap 
between their faith in a good God and the circumstances of their lives. 

Over the next six weeks we are going to address some of these issues 
and start to examine them. They are all such deep issues that we won’t 
be able to answer every question they raise. We will, however, see that 
the Scriptures are not afraid to discuss those tough and challenging 
issues. We believe it will at least help you feel stronger in your faith in 
God when the world seems chaotic and hopeless. 

Before jumping into these issues, it’s important for us to set a 
foundation. So I want to begin by laying out for you three principles to 
keep in mind as we go through this series. 

Firstly, it makes sense that God doesn’t always make sense. If God is all 
wise and all knowing and we are limited in our wisdom and knowledge, 
it makes sense that we don’t always understand God’s ways of doing 
things. We understand only a fraction of how the world works, while it 
was God’s wisdom that created the earth. God knows why prime 
numbers are so weird, why time seems to flow in only one direction. 
God knows where all the antimatter went! It was His wisdom, 
understanding and knowledge that created the stars in the heavens and 
the depths of the ocean. He understands the whole and all the 
intricacies of how life works in a way we can never comprehend. 

To put it most succinctly, a God that thought as you think and always 
made sense to you, would not be God. He would merely be a reflection 
of you. So it is not a surprise that God doesn’t always make sense to us. 
It makes sense that we need to deal with the gap between what we 
would do if we were God and how God chooses to manage and run the 
world. 

Secondly, while we cannot come to understand everything about God, 
we can grow to know His ways and thoughts because He has revealed 
them to us. 

Catholicism is not so much a religion as it is a revelation. While religions 
are about how to get to God, Christianity tells us about how God has 
already come to us and revealed himself to us. God revealed himself 
first and foremost to a particular people – the Jewish people. Over 
centuries he instructed them about himself. Through the law and the 
prophets, God taught them what he valued and how he wanted them to 
act. 

Then, in the fullness of time, God revealed himself by sending his Son 
into the world. Jesus came to the earth to set us straight about God by 
being love in action. 

 

He cleared up misconceptions about God. He cleared up the false belief 
that God was angry at us by presenting Him as a loving Father in the 
parable of the prodigal Son. He cleared up the misunderstanding that God 
only loves certain types of people by telling the parable of the Good 
Samaritan. Ultimately, he cleared up the misconception that God expects 
us to be perfect before He will accept us by dying on the cross. 

But we would not know any of that if God did not reveal it to us. This is 
how Jesus puts it in the Gospel passage we hear this weekend from Luke. 
Jesus tells his disciples, his followers, 

“Can one blind person guide another? Surely both will fall into a pit?” 
(Luke 6:39) 

You have heard the expression – the blind leading the blind – well it came 
from here. Jesus says if you follow someone who does not know the truth 
about God then you will fall into a pit, you will fall into some 
misconceptions about God. We need to be guided by someone who can 
see clearly, without being blinded by prejudice, fear, jealousy, pride…We 
need someone who knows the Way to God’s heart. We need Jesus. In 
prayer, in the Sacraments, in a loving relationship with the living God, we 
can learn more. Our Heavenly Father invites us to draw closer to his heart 
through Jesus, our Light and our Shepherd. 

Thirdly, there’s a difference between God not making sense, and life not 
making sense. There are some things that God says or does that just don’t 
make sense to us in our limited wisdom and knowledge. However, 
sometimes it’s life itself that just doesn’t make sense. Not everything that 
happens in our life or on this planet is in accordance with God’s 
(antecedent) will. Every time we pray the “Our Father” we say, “thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.” We pray for God’s will to be done on 
earth because God’s will isn’t always done. This world is not currently as 
God wants it or wills it. God is working on it, but right now there are forces 
of evil that oppose God. Nature itself has been broken and acts in ways 
that cause destruction and chaos that are not in alignment with God’s 
will. There are people who do bad things because they have chosen evil 
and to oppose God and his will. 

God can make all things work together and in the end as Christians we 
believe that the power of God will overcome all evil. What others intend 
for evil, God can use for good. In the end, Christians believe this will 
happen. But not everything that happens on earth is what God wants. 

God eventually will have His way, but in the meantime there are specific 
acts that break God’s heart and grieve God. God doesn’t want extreme 
poverty. God doesn’t want child abuse. God doesn’t want drug addiction. 
God doesn’t want homelessness and abuse of power and on and on we 
could go. God doesn’t want these things but He allows them. 

So those are three principles to keep in mind as we take this journey 
together. I’d like to invite you to make one of two commitments. If you 
are new or are finding your way back into this church community, please 
commit simply to coming back. Make sure you join us for this series either 
here in one of our parish church, or online. For those of you who attend 
regularly, you know someone who needs to hear this series. Please invite 
them to join us. 

 

When God doesn’t make sense we seek to understand Him. And as we 
seek to understand Him, we’ll eventually find Him. 
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Welcome……... If this is your first time reading the newsletter, then you are particularly welcome. Please get in touch - we'd love to tell you about 
everything that's going on here, and invite you to join us.  Just to start you off, elsewhere in the newsletter you will find our services and other 
activities.  Look at our website https://www.catholicwinchester.org.uk/ , or our Facebook page   or email office@stpeterswinchester.org.uk   

Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C) – 27th February 
 

Entrance Antiphon:  
The Lord became my protector. 
He bought me out to a place of freedom; 
He saved me because he delighted in me. 
 
First reading:                            1 Ecclesiasticus  27:4-7 
 
Responsorial Psalm:              Ps 91:2-3, 13-16.  R. Cf. v.2 
It is good to give you thanks, O Lord. 
 
Second reading:                      1 Corinthians 15:54-58 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation:     
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Open our hearts, O Lord, 
to accept the words of your Son. 
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel:   Luke 6:39-45                     
 

Communion Antiphon:      
I will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with me, 
Sing psalms to the name of the Lord Most High. 

 

Super Welcome Sunday  The Welcome and Hospitality Team warmly invite you to the next Super Welcome Sunday on 27th 

February at the 10:30am Mass in St. Peter’s. It always feels a bit more special on these Sundays and we hope you feel it too.  You can be 
assured of a warm welcome as you arrive, and a place for you at the table with friends in the pastoral 
centre afterwards.  We have paper ‘pancake’ activities for the children to enjoy also!   
Please come and join us- for all are welcome in this place. 

St Stephen’s Children’s Liturgy: The team are very excited to welcome families back to this from 6th March.  Going forward sessions will run 

during term time on the 1st, 3rd and 4th Sundays of the month (on the 2nd Sundays children remain in church for the Family Mass).  Children of all ages are 
welcome, but the message is aimed at those in Years R - 4.  We ask that children in Year 1 and below are accompanied by an adult. 

Mass at Winchester Cathedral – On Saturday, 5th March, the morning Mass will be held at 10am in Winchester Cathedral.  Everyone is 

welcome to this very special Mass - no booking required. 
Road Closure (Jewry Street) Please note that Jewry Street is due to be closed between 9am and 4pm on Thursday 3rd March. 
 

CWL Charity Soup and Pud Lunch 

Friday 4th March at 12.30pm 

All  are welcome to come along to the Pastoral Centre, and enjoy a 

homemade Soup and Pudding. 

 

Covenant with the Poor Next weekend the Covenant with the Poor team 
will be appealing for support for 'A Nursery for a Catholic school in 
Uganda'. A link to the appeal leaflet will be on the parish website front 
page in the CWP section. Please support generously as ever!' 

 

Synodality and a listening church Initial discussions on our vision for the future of our Church have been taking place in our parish but it 

is not too late to contribute if you haven’t yet done so.   There is another opportunity to take part on Saturday 26th February.  
please use the link below to register your interest or contact the team at listening@stpeterswinchester.org.uk .  

And – a last call to anyone whohas notes from Listening Sessions – please send to the same email by Sunday evening (27th).   
 
 
 

Date Time Venue Online Zoom link or face to face 

Saturday 26th Feb 10am -11.30am    https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYuceCsrjIpGNzRnvUyNjC74ufOkR2
HDW9B 

Laudato si Corner 

Fairtrade Fortnight  This Fair Trade Fortnight, a spotlight is being shone on the critical role Fairtrade farmers play in fight for Fairtrade justice. 
Fairtrade farmers have long invested in disaster recovery funds to aid with replanting and help the most effected get back on 
their feet. This is a vital lifeline to farmers of course, but it’s also an increasingly important means through  which buyers can 
ensure security of supply.  Fairtrade ‘s work on farmer incomes continues to lead the way.  For instance, in 2021 they 
introduced new living income benchmarks for Columbian coffee farmers and base wages for banana workers.  This helps build 
farming resilience increasingly directed at the climate crisis.  The commitment to buy Fairtrade means more money in farmers 
pockets helping them address the climate reality.  The stakes have never been higher. 
So remember where there is a choice think Fairtrade especially this Easter.   

PRAYER CORNER:  Each week, this section will contain 
an intercession that I hope every parishioner will pray 
for during the coming week. In this way, we will all pray 
to the Lord for the parish’s mission, because “if the 

Lord does not build… in vain do the builders labour” (Ps 127:1)   Fr. 
Mark  
This Week’s Intention:  Let us pray that that our parishioners will have 
open hearts to the experience afforded to them by the Seriously, God? 
Lenten Spiritual Campaign. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR the repose of the 

souls of those who have died recently:   

 

Renée Juliette Thompson RIP 

 

 

https://www.catholicwinchester.org.uk/
https://www.catholicwinchester.org.uk/
https://www.catholicwinchester.org.uk/
https://www.catholicwinchester.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/catholicwinchester
mailto:listening@stpeterswinchester.org.uk
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYuceCsrjIpGNzRnvUyNjC74ufOkR2HDW9B
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYuceCsrjIpGNzRnvUyNjC74ufOkR2HDW9B
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Join us on our journey through Lent, which starts on Ash Wednesday this week. 

Experience the wonder of renewal through guided small groups 

Come to Mass to listen to the message from Father Mark & Father Anthony 

Sign up for daily emails to support your journey 

 

Have you seen the leaflets about Seriously, God? Ever wondered 
how you can make sense of life through faith? We have a 
wonderful opportunity to strengthen our faith this Lent through 
our participation in small groups following the ‘Seriously, God?’ 
programme. We will share with others our experiences, explore 
different perspectives, and open our hearts to listen to God and 
prepare a way for Easter. If you have any questions and would 
like to speak to someone before you register, come to mass at St 
Peters this weekend, we can provide more information and help 
you sign up!For details and registration see our website. 

Join us,  

          all invited,  

                all welcome,  

                               free! 

 
 

 

Ash Wednesday Wednesday, 2nd 

March, is Ash Wednesday; a day of fasting 
and abstinence.  Masses will take place at 
St Peter’s Church at 7am, 12.15pm and 
7pm.   Ashes will be distributed on the 
forehead this year. (Please note that the usual 10am Mass on 
Wednesdays has been moved to 12.15 on this day) 

Stations of the Cross  Stations of the Cross will take place every Friday 

during Lent at the following times: 
▪ 11.30am – before the 12.15pm Mass (led by the laity) 
▪ 7pm (led by a member of the clergy) 

Please note that on Friday 25th March, the evening Stations of the Cross will take place 
at 8pm. St. Stephen’s will also have Stations on Monday evenings. 
Click here to discover more about the history of Stations of the Cross. 

Please keep in your prayers all the members of our 
Parish Journey in Faith Group who will be participating 
in the Rite of Election in Portsmouth Cathedral next 
Saturday (5th March) as part of their preparations for 
receiving Sacraments this Easter. 

Early Morning Mass – thinking about taking on 

something extra in Lent?  How about getting up (a little/a 
lot) earlier and attending the 7am Mass every Thursday at 
St Peter’s Church.  What a fantastic way to start your day 
and to commit some additional time each week to God!   

Living Lent, Holy Week and Easter as a Family  Join us as we journey through Lent with our children! Each 

week we will be posting a few things on the website to help you guide your children. It will include: a brief overview of the 
Sunday Gospel, colouring sheets, saints’ feast days or other notable days to celebrate, suggested activities, and an invitation 
to prayer. There will be a Lenten Path and Calendar to download too! We’ll be adding the website pages by Ash Wednesday, 
but as a taster, and so you can start this week – click here to see pages of ideas for ‘Week 0’, with colouring pictures to 
download and print out, readings, ideas and info. More each week.  
Wishing you all a blessed and grace-filled Lent!   

Coffee/Cake and Chat Next Tuesday, 1st March, is Shrove Tuesday and we will be offering pancakes (with all the usual 

accompaniments!), together with coffee and cake.  After that, Coffee/Cake and Chat will be moving to WEDNESDAYS, starting on 9th 
March, 10am-12noon (before or after Mass or shopping).  All are welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://stpeterschurch7.flocknote.com/SeriouslyGodDail
https://catholicwinchester.org.uk/lent-seriously-god/
https://catholicwinchester.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Stations-of-the-Cross-–-a-brief-History.pdf
https://catholicwinchester.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Lent-Week-0.pdf
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Mass Timetable 26th February –  5th March 2022    

Date   Mass Times & Intentions    Livestream/Public  

SATURDAY – February 26th   
Our Lady on Saturday   
EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - 
VIGIL  

9.00AM Mass   Livestream, public 

5.30PM Mass  Livestream, public 

SUNDAY – February 27th   

EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

 

 

8.00 AM Mass Jim Murphy (recovery) Livestream, public  

9.00 AM  Mass at St Thomas 

More’s  

 Public*  

9.15 AM  Mass at St Stephen’s  People of the Parish Public 

10.30AM    Mass   Jack Kilroy RIP Livestream, public 

11.00 AM  Mass at St Gregory’s   Public 

5.30PM   Mass   Piedade Fernandes RIP Livestream, public   

MONDAY – February 28th   

 

12.15PM Mass Phelan family, living and dead Livestream & public   

TUESDAY – March 1st 

St David, Bishop 

 

10.00AM Mass  Holy Souls in Purgatory Livestream & public 

10.00AM Mass at St Gregory’s  Public 

WEDNESDAY – March 2nd  

ASH WEDNESDAY – BEGINNING OF THE 

SEASON OF LENT (please note change of 

time – no 10am Mass) 

7.00AM Mass   

12.15PM Mass  Souls of the Stainer family Livestream & public 

7.00PM Mass   

THURSDAY – March 3rd    

7.00AM Mass  Livestream & public 

10.00AM Mass Intentions of Robert Blake-James 
(birthday) 

Livestream & public 

FRIDAY – March 4th        

 

10.00AM Mass at St Gregory’s  Public 

12.15PM Mass Patrick Campbell RIP Livestream & public 

SATURDAY – March 5th    
Our Lady on Saturday 
FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT- VIGIL 

10.00AM Mass at Winchester 

Cathedral 

 Public 

5.30 PM Vigil Mass All Souls in Purgatory Livestream, public   
 

All at St. Peter’s, except where stated.   
FOR ALL ONLINE BOOKINGS  please use website homepage - The Parish of St Peter & the Winchester Martyrs - or call office 01962 852804. Or you can email 
office if any issues:  office@stpeterswinchester.org.uk 
*To book mass at St Thomas More’s Stockbridge, email: stm@stpeterswinchester.org.uk  If you would like a phone number to call, please ring the office 01962 
852804 to ask for it.  
Confessions every Saturday 11.00am till 12.00noon and 4.30pm-5.00pm at St Peter’s Church – booking not required.   
Adoration every Monday and Friday 11.00 till 12.00noon.  
Morning Prayer (livestream and open to public) every weekday, Monday to Friday, 8.00am at St Peter’ followed by Adoration till 9.00am 
Night Prayer (livestream) Monday to Thursday this week   
To participate online or see the recorded services for Morning Prayer & Adoration and Night Prayer & Adoration, go to our YouTube channel 
ALL SERVICES (INCLUDING MORNING PRAYER, NIGHT PRAYER & ADORATION) FROM ST PETER’S ARE LIVESTREAMED 

Parish Safeguarding Representative - Any safeguarding concerns or requests for advice can be discussed with Michaela Waterfield in the 

Parish Office or routed through to the central diocesan safeguarding team via this email address safeguarding@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or 
telephone number: 02394 216486.  Email is probably best as, with current restrictions etc, the office is not always resourced.    If there is a concern 
that someone is at immediate risk of harm, people should be advised to contact 999 for the emergency services. In the meantime, please use the 
safeguarding@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk address for any queries or contact Ruth Attfield, our diocesan safeguarding coordinator on 02394 216486. 

 

Mass Counts – As you will have seen in the recently revised Mass schedule 

and guidelines, we are no longer required to book in for Masses in our parish.  We 
understand that some people may still have concerns and so going forward, we will 
share the information we have on numbers attending the different masses (and the 
capacity for that church building) in order for people to make an informed 
judgement on which one they would feel most comfortable attending.   
Please see the table for the Mass counts from last weekend.   
 
 

Mass Church Capacity Attendance 

Saturday 5.30pm SP 381 65 

8am SP 381 45 

9am STM 98 44 

9.15am SS 150 99 

10.30am SP 381 98 

11am SG 115 39 

5.30pm SP 381 53 
 

 

 

 

 

https://catholicwinchester.org.uk/
mailto:office@stpeterswinchester.org.uk
mailto:stm@stpeterswinchester.org.uk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbGgrcbDyLY75pmCAopfLIg/live
mailto:safeguarding@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
mailto:safeguarding@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

