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Fr Anthony tells me that his tribe is 

matrilineal — in other words, kin-

ship is traced through the mother's 

family.  

It’s a fascinating topic of conversa-

tion if you ever get chance to speak 

with him about it. Wherever in the 
world we are from, and regardless of 

the relationship which we develop 

with our mother, it tends to be a very 

powerful bond. 

For many of us, our mothers have 

been a source of unconditional love 

throughout our lives, someone with 
whom we can share our joys but also 

a safe harbour in stormier times. It’s 

no wonder, then, that the figure of 

Mary, the Mother of Jesus, has 
played such an important role 

throughout the history of Christianity 

and, in particular, within the Catholic 

and Orthodox traditions.  

While hanging upon the cross, Jesus 

said to the Beloved Disciple (as well 

as to all of us), ‘Behold, your 
mother’. Jesus was caring practically 

for his aging mother, but also declar-

ing boldly that all of us are called to 
share Mary as our true spiritual 

mother. 

Mary experienced human struggles of 

her own and so is a source of comfort 
to many. She was told while Jesus 

was still a baby that a sword would 
pierce her own heart. With Joseph, 

she had to seek refuge in a foreign 

land whilst Jesus was still an infant. 
Then, of course, we have Holy Week, 

the passion of Jesus and Mary’s role 

there. The fourth station of the cross, 

speaks of an imagined encounter be-
tween Jesus and his mother on the 

Via Crucis, or Way of the Cross. 

‘What is the emotion depicted on 
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Seeking Mary’s 
motherly protection 

Father Mark Hogan explores the story 
and role of Jesus’ mother 

Continued on page 2 
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their faces? What are the words they 

utter to each other? Do they lean on 

each other’s shoulders? Does the 
mother caress her child’s cheek? 

Does the child comfort the mother? 

We know not.’ (The Folly of God, 

p.25) 

Then the Gospels tell us that Mary 

stood under the cross. Mary, ‘Stabat 

Mater’. Fr Ron Rolheiser sees in this 
‘standing’ Mary taking a position of 

strength, refusing to ‘give back in 

kind’, resisting in a much deeper 

way. 

“In essence, what Mary was doing 

under the cross was this: She couldn’t 

stop the crucifixion (sometimes dark-
ness has its hour) but she could stop 

some of the hatred, bitterness, jeal-

ousy, heartlessness, and anger that 

caused it and which surround it. And 
she helped stop these by refusing to 

give back in kind, by transforming 

rather than transmitting them, by 
swallowing hard and (literally) eating 

them rather than give them back, as 

everyone else was doing. 

“Had Mary, in righteousness and out-
rage, begun to scream hysterically, 

shout angrily at those crucifying Je-

sus, or physically tried to attack 
someone as they were driving the 

nails into Jesus’ hands, she would 

have been caught up in the same en-

ergy as everyone else, replicating the 
same anger and bitterness that caused 

the crucifixion to begin with.  

“What Mary was doing under the 

cross, her silence and seeming un-

willingness to protest notwithstand-
ing, was radiating all that is antitheti-

cal to the crucifixion: gentleness, un-

derstanding, forgiveness, peace, 

light.” 

When Jesus has died and his body is 

taken down from the cross, ‘Mary at 

last has possession of her Son. Now 

when his enemies can do no more, 
they leave him to her in contempt.’ 

(The Stations of the Cross, St. 

Alphonsus) 

We give Mary many titles to reflect 

our awareness of her desire to com-

fort and protect us. She is, for exam-

ple, Mary, Help of Christians, Our 
Lady, Star of the Sea, Our Lady of 

Tenderness, Mother of Sorrows, Un-

tier of Knots, Queen of Peace. 

On the Solemnity of the Annuncia-
tion, 25 March, Pope Francis turned 

to Mary to seek her help and protec-

tion in the face of all that is happen-
ing in the Ukraine and in our world at 

the moment: 

“Today, renewed by forgiveness, may 

we too knock at the door of her im-
maculate heart. In union with the 

Bishops and faithful of the world, I 

desire in a solemn way to bring all 
that we are presently experiencing to 

the Immaculate Heart of Mary. I wish 

to renew to her the consecration of 

the Church and the whole of human-
ity, and to consecrate to her in a par-

ticular way the Ukrainian people and 

the Russian people who, with filial 

affection, venerate her as a Mother. 

“This is no magic formula but a spiri-

tual act. It is an act of complete trust 

on the part of children who, amid the 

tribulation of this cruel and senseless 
war that threatens our world, turn to 

their Mother. 

“It is like what young children do 

when they are scared; they turn to 
their mother for protection. We turn 

to our Mother, reposing all our fears 

and pain in her heart and abandoning 

ourselves to her. It means placing in 
that pure and undefiled heart, where 

God is mirrored, the inestimable 

goods of fraternity and peace, all that 
we have and are, so that she, the 

Mother whom the Lord has given us, 

may protect us and watch over us. 

“Mary then uttered the most beautiful 
words that the angel could bring back 

to God: ‘Let it be to me according to 

your word’ (v. 38). Hers was no pas-
sive or resigned acceptance, but a 

lively desire to obey God, who has 

‘plans for welfare and not for evil’ 

(Jer 29:11). 

“Hers was the most intimate sharing 

in God’s plan of peace for the world. 

We consecrate ourselves to Mary in 

order to enter into this plan, to place 
ourselves fully at the disposal of 

God’s plans. After having uttered her 

‘Fiat’, the Mother of God set out on a 
long journey to the hill country, to 

visit a relative who was with child 

(cf. Lk 1:39).  

“She went with haste. I like to think 
of this image of Our Lady going with 

haste. She comes with haste to help 

and take care of us. May she now 
take our own journey into her hands: 

may she guide our steps through the 

steep and arduous paths of fraternity 

and dialogue, along the way of 

peace.” 

Let us, like loving children, run to 

our spiritual mother and hide under 

her mantle for comfort and protec-
tion. Let us ask our Heavenly Mother 

to watch over all those who are suf-

fering. Let us ask Mary, Queen of 
Peace and Queen of Heaven, to pour 

out her blessing upon us all this Holy 

Week and Easter. 

Follow Mary’s lively desire to obey God 

LILY                       S. Joseph. 

Continued from page 1 

Saints and their artistic symbols 

Drawings and paintings of saints often include symbols associated with 

them. For example, St Peter has keys and fish; St Paul a sword; St 

Gregory a dove on his shoulder, or hovering over his head, Pope’s 

robes. Some symbols, such as a lily, can appear with various Saints and 

at the foot of each page we highlight a few. The information is taken 

from Saints and Their Symbols, by E. A. Greene, 1901 featured by the 

Catholic Heritage Curricula https://www.chcweb.com/ 
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LILY. Dominican habit. Star on his forehead    S. Dominic,1221. Founder of Dominican Order. 

My new year visit home to Cameroon 

In 2019, while still getting into the 

third year of priestly ministry, I 

was asked by my bishop, Cornelius 

Fontem, to go on mission to our 

sister diocese of Portsmouth.  

When I accepted to come, I was not  
sure what to expect. All I knew was 

that God was going to be with me; 

and indeed, He has been with me. 
Moving into another culture and real-

ity was for me an exciting experi-

ence: everything seemed different: 

the food, etiquette, infrastructure, 

climate and so on.  

Looking back after two years, nine 

months, I reckon that it has been an 

enlightening journey and a blessing 
to me as a person, as a priest and for 

the Church. It has been a time of en-

counter for me: a fresh encounter 
with God and with the people I ex-

perienced, who have all become fam-

ily.  

However, being away from home for 

more than two years, for the first 
time, was also a challenging, yet ful-

filling experience. It was not only 

about missing my family, friends, and 
country, it was also about the volatile 

situation back home; Anglophone 

crisis, exacerbated by the Covid-19 

pandemic.  

All said and done, I left for Camer-
oon on 28 December 2021. It was a 

journey filled with excitement and 

anxiety.  

Excitement at going back home after 
a couple of years and anxiety at the 

uncertainties that awaited me. Above 

everything that made me anxious, the 
ongoing Anglophone crisis that has 

turned my beloved home into a battle 

ground, was predominant.  

Just to keep every reader in the loop 

about the crisis; in 2016, the lawyers 
and teachers staged a strike action 

against the marginalisation of the 

English-speaking regions of Camer-

oon.  

It was in 1961 when the two Camer-
oons (Southern Cameroons and 

French Cameroon), in a plebiscite 

came to live together; each keeping 

its uniqueness, among which were the 
judiciary and educational sub-

systems.  

Unfortunately, due to frequent viola-

tion of the binding constitution down 
the days by a predominantly French-

speaking government, the English-

speaking Cameroonians otherwise 
known as Southern Cameroonians, 

who make for 20 per cent of Camer-

oon, felt treated as second class citi-

zens. 

Every attempt to address these dis-

crepancies proved futile. In 2016, the 

lawyers and teachers boycotted the 

courts and schools as a means to get 
the government to the dialogue table. 

Instead of opting for constructive dia-

logue, the government responded 
with military crackdown on peaceful 

protesters.  

This continued till 2017, with villages 

razed, thousands killed and thousands 
displaced. This gave birth to an 

armed separatist group, which to 

date, advocates for the recognition of 

the independence of Southern Camer-

oon.  

Five years on, the war is still raging, 

with most schools, especially in the 

rural areas still closed and a couple of 
schools opened in the urban areas to 

accommodate displaced students. 

However, the campaign against 

school resumption still looms in the 
air, and there are frequent raids in 

schools and arbitrary shooting and 

killing of innocent school children. 

For instance: in Kumba (five students 
killed), Ekondo Titi (four killed plus 

a teacher), Buea (a nursery school kid 

shot dead on her way to school), 
Bamenda (primary school kid shot 

death on her way from school).  

Similarly, there has been the upsurge 

in the cases of rape and kidnapping 

for ransom, especially those who 

come from overseas.  

It was this unsettling reality I was 

going to once more face, when I left 

for holidays.  

So, when I arrived Bamenda, need-
less to say almost everything looked 

different: the usual hustle and bustle 

of the town was replaced by virtually 
scanty and dusty broken streets. With 

very little effort, one could see the 

conspicuous scars of bullets on the 

Father Tony Njingo describes life today 
in his home country  

Continued on page 4 

Fr Tony Njingo. 
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I have been attending Mass in St 

Peter’s parish since July 2020, and 

when I heard about the Journey in 

Faith programme, I decided to 

sign up in the hope of gaining a 

deeper understanding of the Ca-

tholic faith.  

Born of an Anglican father and a 

Catholic mother, I grew up in an An-

glican Church in France.  

My mother, who had been very 

strong in her faith all through child-

hood and adolescence, had been dee-

ply hurt by the words of her parish 
priest when she chose to marry my 

father. She could not come to terms 

with the fact that her husband would 
not be allowed to partake in the Eu-

charist with her.  

In spite of her strong Catholic up-

bringing, she found this too unset-
tling, and this prompted her decision 

to join the Anglican Church. She 

fully embraced the Anglican faith 

and became an active member of a 
small Anglican community on the 

outskirts of Paris, and I grew up very 

much immersed in the Anglican 

faith.  

I was baptised in the Anglican 

Church, and regularly attended 

Church of England Sunday services 

and Sunday School throughout my 

childhood. 

My mother’s deep disillusionment 

with the Catholic faith became a part 

of our family history, and a subject 
which she regularly brings up to this 

day.  

This has left me with an ingrained, 

very emotional feeling toward the 
Catholic Church, a kind of grudge 

held as a result of my mother’s expe-

rience and feelings.  

At the same time, I knew very little 

of what truly differentiates the An-

glican and Catholic traditions, 
beyond Papal supremacy and inter-

cession of saints. I felt anger towards 

the Catholic Church for granting so 

much importance to details which 

seemed superficial and trivial to me.  

This affected my relationship with 

my future husband, Alexis, throug-

hout adolescence and early adul-
thood. He was born and raised Ca-

tholic, and from the start of our rela-

tionship I had difficulty sharing any-

thing faith-related with him.  

I felt wary of any disagreement on 

issues of faith, partly because I did 

not feel that I had enough knowledge 

of the differences to argue my case 
convincingly, and partly because I 

felt my response would be too senti-

mental, because of my family histo-

ry. 

We were married in the summer of 

2015, in the Catholic Church, mainly 

because we didn’t want to ruffle any 
feathers on Alexis’ side of the fami-

ly.  

As part of the marriage preparation, I 

was asked to write a letter essentially 

promising to bring our children up in 
the Catholic Church. At the time of 

signing, this seemed quite abstract to 

me, as our eldest daughter Ella was 

just a baby.  

As she and her sister Louise grew, 

the question of religious upbringing 

became more central, and forced a 

dialogue between Alexis and me on 
matters related to our religious 

convictions.  

At the same time, I noticed a shift in 

Alexis’ faith, as regularly attending 
Sunday Mass in the Catholic Church 

became more central to his religious 

practice. I followed him to Catholic 
Mass most Sundays, because I felt 

that practising our faith as a family 

was more important to me than what 

I perceived to be minor differences 

Naomi writes about her experience on 
the Journey in Faith programme 

Continued on page 5 

LILY. Franciscan habit. Stigmata. S. Francis of Assisi, 1226. Founder of the Franciscan Order. 

Following paths of faith trees and walls along the streets.  

Fear in the eyes of school children 
and parents on the streets was palpa-

ble. The frightful noises of gunshots 

and explosives rent the air of most 

evenings.  

Life, which is so sacred to an ordi-
nary African had almost lost its dig-

nity, as people could be seen going 

about their usual morning activities, 
albeit the lifeless bodies of victims of 

gunshot the previous night, littered 

some of the streets. This tense atmos-
phere made it difficult for me to visit 

my family in the village, which is 

just 60km away from Bamenda. 

It is therefore logical to say that the 

ongoing situation has affected every 
facet of life in Bamenda: religious, 

political, and economic.  

However, it was not all bad news: the 

Catholic Church in Bamenda has 
been a beacon of hope to the popula-

tion. The Archbishop, priests and 

religious, especially those in the re-

mote parts of Bamenda have stood by 
the abandoned, the grieving, the dis-

placed, the injured and so on.  

Through the practical witnessing of 

the church, many non-Catholics have 
come knocking at the doors of the 

Church.  

Although the church finds herself at 

the cross-roads and between the cross
-fires, she has stood tall for the vul-

nerable and marginalized. This ex-

plains why, diocesan celebrations and 

religious processions like the Corpus 
Christi procession, pilgrimages, and 

ordinations, still witness massive at-

tendance, even on days of lockdown. 
People have come to appreciate their 

faith and are ready to die for it.  

On behalf of the Christians of clergy 

and people of Bamenda, I wish to 

render immense gratitude for your 

prayers and remarkable generosity to 

the Church of Bamenda, especially 

your support to the most vulnerable. 

May God continue to bless you.  

Continued from page 3 
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in religious rite. 

When we moved to Winchester in 
2020, Ella started attending St Peter’s 

School in Year 1. She began sharing 

with us her religious teachings from 

school, and questions about faith aro-

se.  

Religion and faith suddenly took on a 

much greater part of our everyday 

lives. God was at work in our home, 
through Ella, to unsettle us, to push us 

further in our faith journey, to bring 

us closer as a family.  

I felt compelled to learn more about 
the Catholic Church, and to delve 

deeper into my own feelings and be-

liefs. I prayed about it, and the short 

mention of the Journey in Faith pro-
gramme in the school weekly new-

sletter came at just the right time in 

my personal questioning. 

Journey in Faith is a detailed explora-
tion of the Catholic Church, which 

caters to people of varying faith back-

grounds and ages. This year we are a 

small group of participants, several 
who are, like myself, from other 

Christian denominations, and some 

Catholics wanting to learn more about 

the church.  

We have heard from several speakers 

about very specific topics, from the 

very basis of Catholic beliefs, to spe-
cific Catholic rites and doctrine. We 

have explored each of the seven sa-

craments in turn, and have learnt 

about the meaning of Catholic tradi-

tions including the liturgical year and 
periods of Advent and Lent. The at-

mosphere of our meetings is relaxed 

and open, and I have felt able to ex-

press my opinions and ask questions 

without fear of judgement.  

One of the key purposes of the Jour-

ney in Faith programme is undeniably 

to bring people to the Catholic faith. 
However I never felt any pressure 

from the organisers to make choices 

in that respect. The programme is led 
in a way that lets participants make 

their own decisions in accordance 

with their own faith journey, in their 

own time.  

Personally, I think a part of me had 
already made the decision to join the 

Catholic Church around the time that 

I signed up for Journey in Faith, 
which served to provide the frame-

work I needed to go through with that 

decision. The programme has confir-

med that my beliefs are in line with 

the Roman Catholic faith.  

I have taken part in the Rite of Elec-

tion at Portsmouth Cathedral, as a 

first step to being received into the 
Catholic church at Easter time. And 

when my daughters receive their First 

Communion, I can look forward to 
sharing fully in the Eucharist with 

them. 

‘God was at work in our home’ 

LILY. Franciscan habit. Flame of fire in his hand or on his breast. S. Anthony of Padua, 1231. 

Continued from page 4 

Annual financial report  
The annual report, including details of our parish finances and a description 

of what has been going on over the past 12 months with a comprehensive 

review of the life, activities and achievements was published in February. 
An open meeting was held when members of the parish finance and property 

advisory committee presented the report and answered questions about the 

parish finances. A link to the report which is available on the parish website 
is listed here. https://catholicwinchester.org.uk/financial/annual-report-

finance-parish-priests-review/ 

Naomi and Alexis with their children at Portsmouth Cathedral along with Journey in 

Faith organisers Nick and Alison Kelly, and David, another candidate, with his wife 

Ann, and Claire a catechumen preparing for baptism.  
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Church listening sessions and beyond 

LILY. Young and in royal robes. Crown and sceptre at his feet or by his side. S. Casimir of Poland, 1458. 

What is all the Synod stuff? 

This is not a survey, but about listen-

ing to the Holy Spirit…* 

We are familiar with the Synod of 

Bishops that meets regularly in Rome 

and to which the laity are on occasion 

asked to contribute their views.  

Synod 2021-2023 (the Synod on Syn-
odality) is different, because Pope 

Francis has invited everyone to come 

together and reflect on what it means 
to be Church and to journey together 

in faith; and to discern how this might 

look in the future.  

At its heart is a process of mutual lis-
tening, in humility and love, accom-

panied by reflection and an attempt to 

discern what the Holy Spirit is invit-

ing us all to see.  

The Synodal pathway is fundamen-
tally different in concept from the 

General Synod of the Church of Eng-

land, which is better known. 

Why ‘Synodal pathway’? 

A synodal Church, in announcing the 

Gospel, ‘journeys together’.** 

The Greek synodos has the general 

meaning of ‘walking together’: it of-

fers an image of the church as a pil-

grim people, growing and developing 

on a journey of faith.** 

To be clear, the Synod is not about 

changing the gospel message or 

church teaching, but about how we 

proclaim and live that message.  

Consider a metaphor, the gospel mes-

sage as a gift: unchangeable, made 

once and for all. But there are so 
many ways in which this can be pre-

sented (wrapped). 

We are being invited to reflect on 

how we make the good news more 

accessible, more approachable, more 
likely to encourage ourselves and oth-

ers to take notice — to open the gift. 

What did we set out to do? 

The purpose of this Synod is not to 
produce more documents. Rather, it is 

intended to inspire people to dream 

about the Church we are called to 

be.** 

Faithful to the format proposed in the 
Synod documents, our team’s inten-

tion was to provide a forum for 

dreaming, one that we sincerely 
hoped would be worthwhile as an 

experience in itself.  

We held church listening sessions to 

consider the diocesan question: 

‘What changes should we make in 

myself, in our parish, in the diocese 

– to make the church’s mission to-

day more vibrant and effective?’ 

After a short prayer and reading, par-
ticipants reflected in silence on 10 

prompts to help unpack the main 

question, focussing on the two or 

three that resonated most with them.   

With a pause for silent reflection be-

tween each contribution, everyone 

who wished to speak shared in turn 
their top reflections, without interrup-

tion or comment.   

A further period of silence was fol-

lowed by a second round of sharing: 

participants were invited to say how 
they were affected by what they had 

heard, anything that had a particular 

meaning for them, to respond but 

without holding a debate.   

What happened in the parish?  

As we prepared to launch the ses-

sions, we were a little nervous about 

how they would work. Would people 

come? Would they say anything? 
Would someone get upset? Would 

there be arguments?  

We need not have worried: there was 

a strong sense of sharing, of mutual 
respect, often of prayerfulness, of ses-

sions being ‘spiritually uplifting’.   

Far from being intimidating, the 

planned periods of silence were key: 
encouraging a more attentive listen-

ing mindset; and in turn allowing a 

Wojtek Rakowicz outlines the back-
ground and process of the Synodal 

pathway 

Continued on page 7 
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Fires caused by unattended 

candles in Catholic churches 

have urged our diocesan insur-

ers to tighten the rules on how 

churches use votive candles. 

We therefore had to assess the 
safety of our various systems 

and quickly realised that the 

sand trays with the tall votive 
candles that we all love in St 

Peter’s were far from safe. Even 

when standing alone, the tall 

candles had a tendency to flop 
over when they softened and if 

close to the edge of the tray, 

would sometimes fall over the 

side. 

This danger increased when they 

were lit in groups as they had a 

tendency to ignite one another. 
The marks to the floor and car-

pet are testament to the near 

misses that we’ve already had. 

So unfortunately, having as-
sessed the risks we had to make 

changes to be safety compliant. 

We looked at ways of making 

what we had safer, but the in-
terim measure of tea lights in 

foil containers were not ideal 

and had safety issues of their 

own. So we settled on the St 
Killian’s candle burning system 

that is installed today. 

The unique candles are clean 
burning which is good for the 

congregation and in years to 

come when St Peter’s is repaired 

and redecorated, good for the 
paintwork too. No plastic or alu-

minium cups to dispose of or 

wax covered sand. There isn’t 
too much maintenance needed to 

keep it looking smart as long as 

it’s done regularly. 

The protected flames and the 
self-extinguishing features tick 

major safety boxes. 

When the candle is nearly spent, 

the remaining little pool of liq-

uid wax and wick drops through 
a hole in the glass holder and is 

extinguished in a vessel of water 

below. 

The wax is lovingly retrieved 
from the water, stored in a crate 

for collection by St Killian’s 

who then recycle it. 

Westminster Cathedral has 23 of 

these units in various sizes and 
they generate over six tons of 

wax per year, all for recycling! 

We chose the colour blue for the 

glass candle holders as the stand 
is located close to the Lady 

Chapel and also because our 

parish logo is blue. 

Sean Reidy explains the reason for 
new votive candles  

LILY. Crucifix. Surplice over black habit. S. Francis Xavier, 1552. Patron saint of India. 

more authentic experience of being listened 

to.    

Despite the short timeframe, we held 23 

church listening sessions in-person and on 
Zoom, during the course of February 2022; 

around 137 people participated, including a 

few submissions from individuals/couples. 

There is also a document (!), a summary for 
the diocesan team.*** The diocesan response 

will in turn contribute to a national and then 

European process, before going to the team at 
the Vatican preparing the Synod of Bishops 

in October 2023. 

What next? 

The Holy Spirit guides us where God wants 

us to be, not to where our own ideas and per-

sonal tastes would lead us.* 

The most frequent subjects of reflection 
were: (1) we should be a welcoming, listen-

ing and outward-facing church and this is 

everyone’s responsibility; the welcome to 
include everyone, regardless of who they are; 

(2) increased dialogue with other churches; 

(3) women, their role and their right for co-

responsibility. 

Even as we highlight these and other points 
in our summary and emphasise ideas of par-

ticular relevance and urgency to our parish, 

we recognise that this is not a consensus or 
majority view of the parish or even of the 

attendees. 

We think in particular of the majority of pa-

rishioners who did not participate; and of the 
people ‘on the peripheries’, more of whose 

views and experiences we would have liked 

to have heard. And we realise that we have 

only just started: now is the opportunity for 

all of us to listen again — but still better. 

On behalf of the ESG working group: Wojtek 

Rakowicz (chair) Ania Slinn, Beccy Maeso, 

Elizabeth Slinn (report lead), Matthew Hill, 

and Mike Slinn.  

listening@stpeterswinchester.org.uk 

* Pope Francis, 18.09.21 

**Synod documents 

***https://catholicwinchester.org.uk/diocese/

synodal-process-the-parish-results-are-in/ 

Continued from page 6 Casting light on a safety issue 
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After a couple of years of not being able to have our 

residential visits our Year 6 visited Osmington Bay, 

Dorset, for a week of action, team work, games and 

fun.  

Father Mark came and joined us midweek and took part 

in the activities — alongside the children. The children 

and staff enjoyed having Father Mark there. 

Imogen writes: The residential was amazing. Person-

ally, my favourite was the big swing — at first, I found it 

scary but then it became incredibly exciting. I didn’t per-

sonally like the abseiling very much as I am so scared of 
heights, but others seemed to really enjoy it. There were 

lots of sporty activities as well as problem solving and 

survival sessions which were also enjoyable.  

Every night we would have a whole Year 6 activity. The 
night activity I enjoyed the most was Cluedo — where 

you had to run around the camp finding different char-

acters. The gift shop was great although we weren’t al-

lowed to buy any sweets. 

It was a shame that we had to go home early due to the 
storm but it was good to be able to get to see my family. I 

really enjoyed the whole trip and was amazed at what I 

was able to achieve. 

Meanwhile Juliet writes: When we arrived at PGL, we 
were shown to our dorms, which were small, warm, and 

cosy. The dorms had two bunk beds and the top bunks 

were quickly claimed! Our leaders, Mush and Gaia, took 

us to dinner and everyone ate as much as they could. 

After that, we headed to our first activity, Wacky races, 

Head teacher Louise Buxton provides information on the 
latest residential visit  

School climbs high and has fun 

LILY. Dove. Benedictine habit. S. Scholastica, 543. Sister of Saint Benedict. 

Continued on page 9 
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this was a series of races that you did in a team. Team 5 

(my team) won, getting to choose their seats first at the 
campfire the next night. The following morning, we all 

began our activities with energy and excitement. The big 

swing was a large metal bar that you got strapped to and 
then in your three you pulled some strings and then went 

swinging. It was great fun!  

Exploring the beach and finding stones was a teamwork 

activity, which was followed by making monsters out of 
items we found on the beach. Another activity was the 

zipwire which was exciting and amazing. There were so 

many great activities. This trip was such fun and built 

great friendships. 

Other comments included: 

An absolute blast (Jessica) 

I really enjoyed this trip, despite it being cold and blus-

tery and feeling homesick (James) 

If future year groups go from St Peters, I’m sure they will 

really enjoy it (Theo) 

Everything was too good — it is hard to find the words to 

explain it (Olivia) 

The food was astonishing (Alex) 

I had so much fun. I was surprised what I was able to do 

(Ellen) 

I enjoyed spending time with my friends (Tym) 

I can do all things through him who strengthens me.   

Philippians 4:13  

LILY. Cross. Pyx. Franciscan habit. S. Clare, 1253. Foundress of the Poor Clare Nuns. 

Little Fishes Pre-school enjoys some bird watching 

Continued from page 8 

An Alpha ecumenical prayer evening 

One day in February the weather was 

kind to us, and we were able to enjoy time 

outdoors. We have observed changes in 

our environment as we notice spring 

bulbs appearing in the flower beds and 

tubs, birds searching for materials to 

build their nests and the changes in the 

weather throughout the week. Our activi-

ties included observational paintings.  

The children carefully studied photos of 

garden birds. They selected colours and 

drew shapes, paying careful attention to 

detail. Our wall display looked stunning. 

The school is very proud of the children’s 

efforts. Some children have enjoyed bird 

watching from the bird hide they have 

created outside. They have spotted a male 

and female blackbird, a friendly robin, 

and a chaffinch! 
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Seriously, journeying! What a 

buzz there is around our parish, a 

real sense that we are going on a 

journey together. 

Our faith makes us somewhat famil-

iar with journeys. During Advent we 
follow a familiar path of preparation 

to the joyful birth of Christ. During 

Lent, we journey with Jesus to the 
foot of the cross – and then beyond 

to the unimaginable joy of the Resur-

rection.  

What could we achieve on this jour-

ney, as we join together as a commu-
nity to bring sense to life this Lent? 

A deeper meaning to our faith? Peace 

and fellowship? Supporting each 
other as we struggle and grapple with 

some of those challenges in life, 

some of those times when it seems 

like life doesn’t make sense. 

Seriously, quickly! In a matter of a 
few weeks, a new team of six has 

been formed and a vision realised for 

small groups to meet and our parish 
to start a spiritual journey together 

through Lent. Behind the scenes, or-
dering books, arranging small group 

hosts and time slots and venues, pre-

paring materials, providing training, 

letting people know what’s on. 

Seriously, accompanying. Our jour-
ney has begun. Many are engaging 

with the homilies from our priests, 

reading the newsletter items and the 
Seriously, God? book and watching 

the short Seriously, God? video clips 

and reflecting on the daily email 
messages offered as a little two min-

ute helping hand.  

Through the power of prayer, over 

150 parishioners registered to join 16 

small groups, guided by a group of 
over 30 experienced hosts and co-

hosts, meeting weekly both online 

and in person. 

Seriously, hoping. As with all jour-
neys we’ve set off with hope, hope 

for what we may achieve, where the 

journey will take us – a deeper faith, 

a shared experience, a sense of be-
longing and understanding, a joyful 

Easter celebration. As we have trav-

elled together and progressed 
through the series, our groups have 

been growing together. We’ve been 
gathering strength as we look for-

ward to proclaiming the blessings 

this experience is bringing. 

Seriously, what’s next? Even by the 

second week, many were asking, 
‘what’s next?’ Eventually, we would 

love to move from being a parish 

with small groups to a parish of small 
groups, a community of smaller com-

munities made up of people growing 

in faith-based friendship. 

Our long-term aim is for many of our 

parish to take part in on-going Acorn 
Groups, where faith and friendship 

can be nurtured and supported to 

grow into mighty oak trees. We will 
be inviting people to join an Acorn 

Group as capacity allows. 

For those who aren’t ready for this, 

we’re looking forward to a parish 
retreat here in the parish on Friday 

and Saturday 27 and 28 May as part 

of our preparation for Pentecost. 

Everyone will be invited to that, 
whether they’ve been in a Lenten 

Small Group or not, and we’ll be 

LILY. Crown of thorns, stigmata, Dominican habit. S. Catherine of Siena, 1380. 

Reflections on the success of the 
Lenten course 

Continued at bottom of page 11 

Seriously God — a Zoom journey, what next? 
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LILY. Javelin with point reversed. Palm  S. Philomena, V.M., 303. 

We felt and shared the joy of 

Mary, the mother of Jesus, at 

Christmas when her child was 

born. Mothers and fathers through 

every generation feel an over-

whelming love and tenderness for 

their newborns, but it is also often 

tinged with fear, an anticipated 

dread in case the unthinkable hap-

pens and we lose them.  

At the presentation of Jesus in the 

temple the prophet Simeon told Mary 

that a sword would pierce her soul 
and of course, it did, when she 

watched him suffer and die on the 

cross 30 years or so later.  

She must have carried that prophecy 
with her for all of those years and in 

the times of delight in her child also 

felt moments of fear. At Easter, in the 
liturgies of Holy Thursday and Good 

Friday we share that grief. 

That sword pierced my soul too, 

nearly seven years ago when I lost 

my daughter, also in her thirties. 
Those of you who have lost a child at 

any age will know that the sword 

pierces you deeply and for always. 
So this time of year is particularly 

difficult as I sit at the foot of the 

cross with Mary.  

You may have lost a child, a spouse, 

partner, sibling, parent, best friend, 
anyone you loved and you want that 

blade to stop rummaging around in 

your heart. You may be also be anx-
ious, ill, desperate and in need of 

comfort. Everyone’s grief journey is 

different; we each walk our own 

journey of bereavement and it comes 
in waves, every one bringing new 

thoughts and dreads, but also, in time 

some hope comes too. I can share 

with you two ways I manage on my 

journey.  

Shortly after my daughter died, I 

picked up a book called Creative Suf-

fering. Simply put, the author said 
that when we suffer and lose some-

one or something very dear we 

should do two things. When the first 
pains of grief, shock, anger and de-

nial subside a little then try and ac-

cept what has happened.  

Acceptance doesn’t have to mean 

liking it, it just means saying the 
words ‘I accept.’ I remember doing 

that sitting by the cold Baltic Sea 

where I read the book on a short holi-
day three months after my terrible 

loss. 

There were no parting clouds or sighs 

of heavenly relief, but I said those 
words and then reminded God that 

that I still didn’t like it, but so began 

a slow journey.  

I also read in this book that we 

should ‘let God in to do the mourning 
with us’. Don’t walk it alone. That 

child Jesus is the living God, he is 

with you, with us all. He is the 
Prince of peace, the great comforter, 

full of the endless love of God that is 

given to all of us. He suffered, he lost 

friends, his life, he knows. Just be 
open to his love and he will walk 

with you and send you friends to help 

you. 

That is my other way. When I go to 
bed I think about the people who 

have been sent to help me on my 

journey.  

In the early days it was like sitting by 

the roadside in a wet and violent 

storm, unable to get up. But always 

someone would come along and help 
me, even just a few steps a day was 

enough to keep walking on my jour-

ney.  

Let others help you; they are sent — 
so be open and recognise them and 

be glad. Think about them and pray 

for them and one day you will be 
able to offer someone else some help 

and encouragement when they are 

huddled in the storm. 

A few months after my daughter died 

we lost my father too. He was 93, it 
was his time. My parents were a love 

match and my mother missed him 

dearly, but she carried on with a posi-
tive and grateful attitude. She died 

last year, she was 92 and it was her 

time too. 

At Christmas I found a note from her 
when I was going through her Christ-

mas decorations. She said “If you are 

sorting my Christmas decorations it 

will mean I am ‘not here’. Don’t be 
sad, remember the Christmases 

we’ve had together and be glad. 

Merry Christmas”.  

Of course that set me off, but once 
the tears had subsided I smiled at my 

intrepid mother, always optimistic 

and grateful. 

I hope these words will give any of 

you who are suffering some encour-
agement. Six years or so on and my 

steps are less painful, the sad days 

are tinged with happy memories and 
the knowledge that my daughter and 

parents are happy and at peace with 

that child—Jesus who was born two 

thousand years ago. 

This Easter rejoice in the resurrection 

and know that we shall all meet again 

there, not at the foot of the cross but 

in the place where the pain of death 

is destroyed and all is well. 

Acceptance of sharing Mary’s grief 

encouraging people to invite and 

bring friends. 

Seriously, thank you! Thank you for 

being part of this journey together. 
Thank you for being willing to walk 

alongside others in their journey of 

faith. Thank you for being, in your 

own way, like Simon of Cyrene and 

St Veronica, who accompanied Jesus 
on the final leg of his journey and 

played their small part, willingly or 

otherwise, in supporting Jesus in ac-
complishing his mission. 

Dr Elizabeth Slinn describes her journey 
after her adult daughter’s death 

Seriously God             Continued from page 10 
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The ninth season of Alpha has now 

reached its conclusion. Once again, 

it has been a season of wonder and 

excitement as we welcome guests in 

their journey with God and with 

one another.  

Reconnect, friendship, love, God, 

growth, impact, confidence, challeng-
ing, open, honest, faith building are 

only some of the words used to de-

scribe this experience.  

Roberto, a student at the Univer-
sity of Winchester, writes: Upon my 

arrival in Winchester, I decided that I 

wanted to rediscover my faith and use 
my new-found independence to com-

mit myself to the church. It had been 

almost three years since I last at-

tended a Mass, and so I decided to 
begin with confession, and go from 

there.  

It was at the Mass after confession 

that I first heard about Alpha. A place 
to speak about God, talk about your 

experiences and to learn.  

Other bonuses included meeting new 
people and a free hot meal! As a uni-

versity student, word of a free meal 

had me sold immediately, but little 

did I know the amazing experience I 

had in store.  

Not only is the food incredible, but I 

also met some great friends. I became 

comfortable not only with the faces 
throughout the parish, but also com-

fortable talking about God and my 

experiences with faith.  

In fact, I enjoyed Alpha so much that 
I agreed to join the team for spring 

2022. I had been nervous to try and 

reconnect with my faith, especially in 
a new city all on my own, but Alpha 

has reminded me of the kindness in 

the church and made me understand 
aspects of it as well as feel under-

stood.  

Victoria had low expectations of 

what Alpha could bring her in her 

time of life and experience. She 
writes: I grumbled somewhat in the 

first few sessions because I didn’t 

think Alpha appropriate (for an un-
doubtedly rather blind me) to find a 

way to deepen and bring my faith 

back to life, and to the light.  

However, to my surprise, on reaching 
the final session I found that, despite 

myself and my low expectations, 

something important had nevertheless 
taken place in me and in my spiritual 

life.  

Quietly, unobtrusively, bypassing all 

my grumbling objections, an answer 
to my unknown, unclear inner thirst 

for what was I think in fact the Love 

that is God, had sneaked in under my 

personal ‘radar’!  

Katie, one of our young adults, who 

will be confirmed in the Church 

this Easter writes: I joined the par-
ish last September where I was intro-

duced to Jo (Donaldson) through an-

other young adult. I had started the 

Journey in Faith course with Nick 
and Alison which runs on Tuesday 

evenings.  

I have not made my confirmation yet 

and I am part of Journey in Faith, so 

that I can be confirmed at Easter.  

It is a great course where you learn 

everything you need to know about 
Catholicism and you meet a variety 

of people from different back-

grounds. Our group is lovely and I 

really enjoy getting to know both 
them and our faith a little more every 

week.  

So, when Jo asked if I’d be interested 

in helping in the Youth Alpha course, 
I thought that this would be a perfect 

opportunity to both help within the 

parish and learn alongside the young 
people who are doing Alpha in prepa-

ration for their confirmation.  

The beautiful thing about Alpha is 

that each week the young people got 
more open with each other and, while 

at first their answers to the questions 

were the average responses you 
would expect from teenagers, by the 

end of the course they were really 

incorporating faith into their answers. 

It was such a privilege to witness 
them ask questions about faith with 

real interest.  

Through helping with the Youth Al-

pha, I also got to meet many adults 
who participated in the Adult Alpha 

course. This was lovely as it felt as if 

I got the best of both worlds: I was 

witnessing the young people grow 
together throughout the weeks and 

the adult groups becoming closer and 

closer.  

After attending the mixed Alpha and 
Acorn groups (post-Alpha groups) 

gathering in the pastoral centre, I 

Allegra Mutanda shares some of the 
feedback from Alpha participants 

KEYS and fish S. Peter, Apostle, M.  

An amazing experience in store 

Continued from page 13 

Roberto. 
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really got to see the impact that Al-

pha has had on many and why it is 

such a great thing to be a part of.  

Expressing your faith with confi-

dence can be challenging. As a 

young Catholic I found it hard to be 

open about coming to church as 
those around me were not religious, 

but through Alpha I have met like-

minded people who have helped me 
grow confidence in my faith, have 

supported me, and still are support-

ing me in being able to be myself 
outside of the ‘safety blanket’ of the 

Church.  

Yentl made quite a stir at a Sun-

day Mass in St Peter’s as he stood 

with his daughters to speak about 

Alpha. We all agreed that his girls 

stole the show! Here, Yentl shares 

his Alpha journey. 

My group had several different opin-

ions and reasons for joining Alpha. 

One person joined with huge reserva-

tions, another came more out of loy-

alty to the friend suggesting it.  

I just came because I didn’t really 

believe I could justify some facts 
about my religion to my two daugh-

ters. But we all kept coming back 

and seemed to be drawn in by shar-

ing our faith in such an uncompli-

cated and approachable manner.  

Every week felt like the high of the 

week as we all grew significantly in 

our faith in such unexpected and sim-
ple ways. We were re-introduced to 

the core of our faith and discovered 

that just talking about religion 
(whether it’s lack of or questioning) 

in an open and non-judgmental envi-

ronment was rather satisfactory. 

It went right to your core and seemed 

to stay with you for days to come. 

My personal comparison was one 

with trips to Lourdes when I was a 

teenager — it gave me such joy. It 
was a fixed date in the calendar for 

years, we would laugh and joke and 

talk about everything, and our faith 

would, because of the environment, 

always be open for frank discussion. 

I realised with Alpha that the main 

element in that ‘trip’ was the core of 

my faith which was freely practised 
regardless of any questions or reser-

vations.  

I genuinely came home every eve-

ning from Alpha a slightly more con-
tent man with a feeling, on multiple 

occasions, that the Holy Spirit might 

have something to do with it.  

So, none of us really knew why we 

came the first time and some of us 

didn’t even really want to be there. 

In fact, on several occasions in the 

first session, we questioned why we 
came. But we all believe it was a 

very good decision to do so.  

Something just crept into these ses-

sions that filled us up every week. I 
would genuinely and whole-

heartedly invite anyone to try Alpha. 

There is nothing to lose! 

Alpha runs on a culture of invitation, 
friends bringing friends to a conver-

sation about faith, life, and God 

which is authentic and unforced. 
Who could you invite? The next 

Alpha course will run in the autumn, 

starting on Monday, 26 September 

2022. For more information or to 
register, visit 

www.catholicwinchester.org.uk or 

email al-

pha@stpetesrwinchester.org.uk  

Alpha helps us raise new leaders in 

the parish, helps parishioners learn 

how to accompany others on a jour-
ney of faith, meeting them where 

they are, listening to them, sharing 

the core gospel message, and praying 
with them. Please keep the Alpha 

course and its teams in your prayers 

as they work to bring people closer 

to Christ in hope and joy. 

We all believe it was a good decision 
Continued from page 12 

KEYS at her girdle. Pot of holy water. Ladle. Dragon. S. Martha of Bethany, 84. Patron saint of cooks and housewives.  

An Acorn group session. 

Yentl. 

http://www.catholicwinchester.org.uk
mailto:alpha@stpetesrwinchester.org.uk
mailto:alpha@stpetesrwinchester.org.uk
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DOVE on his shoulder, or hovering over his head. Pope's robes S. Gregory, 604. One of the four Latin Fathers of the Church.  

Background to St Peter’s porch plaque 

Have you ever noticed the plaque 

at St Peter’s, pictured right? Set 

into the wall of the porch on the 

right as you enter, it is easily 

missed being hidden by the open 

door. 

So, who was Fr Ignatius Collingridge 

and why was his benefaction so sig-

nificant? 

Fr Collingridge came to Winchester 

as parish priest in 1848, aged 41, and 

served for 15 years until ill-health 

forced his retirement. He guided his 
flock through some difficult years 

when anti-Catholicism often ran high 

during the establishment of dioceses 
and bishops in the mid-nineteenth 

century.  

A learned and articulate man, he was 

a great defender of the faith, publish-
ing pamphlets and even engaged in 

debate through the local press. In 

1853 he converted the stables of The 

White House, into the first St. Peter’s 

School.  

When Fr Ignatius left, his brother, 

Canon Peter Collingridge, replaced 

him. Sadly, the Canon shortly died 
and in 1866 Fr. Ignatius returned to 

once again take up the reigns. 

He was destined to serve Winchester 

for a further 17 years until his health 

finally broke down and he retired 
permanently. He died in 1886, aged 

81 and is buried in St James’s Ceme-

tery beside his brother.  

Perhaps his greatest wish was to build 
a new church but there was never 

enough money; all he could manage 

was to refurbish his existing church, 

now our Milner Hall, in 1875.  

Fr Ignatius was followed by Canon 

Luke Gunning. During his lifetime Fr 

Ignatius had given the diocese some 

£5,000 of his own money ‘towards 
building a new church at Winches-

ter’. His idea was for the diocese to 

invest the money until, with other 
donations, there was enough to build 

the church.  

It fell to Canon Gunning to take up 

the fund-raising but with little suc-

cess. Unfortunately, a long-standing 
rumour had spread that the Bishop 

had pinched the money for the dio-

cese.  

This prompted the Canon to write, in 
1906, a letter of rebuttal to the Hamp-

shire Chronicle. He declared that he 

had personally inspected the books, 

that all was in order and the fund 
stood at £10,000; however, the pro-

jected construction costs were 

£15,000.  

He blamed the lack of donations on 
‘baseless rumours’ which ‘had a dis-

tinctly deterrent effect upon would-be 

and hoped-for benefactors’. Unfortu-

nately, his protests had little effect.    

And so matters stood until Canon 

John Henry King came to the parish 

in February 1923. He quickly re-

solved to build and it was agreed with 
the Bishop that work should start 

straightaway using Fr Ignatius’s leg-

acy plus borrowing the shortfall.  

A London architect, Frederick A. 
Walters, was appointed and the foun-

dations were being dug by February 

1924.  

Canon King was keen to acknowl-
edge the benefactors and Fr Igna-

tius’s contribution and decided on a 

plaque.  

Following the opening of the church 

in 1926 money was still tight and he 
could only later fulfil his idea. Wal-

ters had maintained a close interest in 

the building but by now, through fail-
ing eyesight, the business had passed 

to his son, Edward.  

It was to him that the Canon turned 

for a design. Edward agreed but 

wrote that ‘a tablet of any sort is not 
allowed in any part of a church’. 

However, he suggested placing the 

plaque outside, in the porch.  

The plaque was executed in Bath 
stone by Messrs. Earp & Hobbs (the 

same company that carved the High 

Altar) at a cost of £2/12s. The tablet 
was erected in March 1933 and Ed-

ward wrote to Canon King ‘I am very 

pleased to know that the tablet looks 

well in position & you are so satisfied 

with it’. 

We must remember Fr Ignatius when 

we celebrate St Peter’s opening in 

four years time. 

Parish archivist John Thornhill recalls 
the role of Fr Ignatius Collingbridge 
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Every now and again we experi-

ence a ground-breaking event, 

something that’s never been done 

or seen or perhaps has never even 

been thought of before.  

It’s new, it’s innovative, it’s pioneer-
ing. Usually, it surprises. Often, it 

shocks. Occasionally, it dazzles and 

amazes. Maybe it even amuses too. It 
might be something that changes his-

tory or shapes culture. It might be 

something that redefines the way 
people live and act and work or relate 

to one another.  

From Julius Caesar’s expansion of 

the Roman Empire to the Norman 
Conquest, from the Protestant refor-

mation to a man on the moon, each of 

them ground-breaking. Gutenberg’s 

printing press, Thomas Edison’s light 
bulb, Graham Alexander Bell’s tele-

phone, the Wright brothers’ plane, 

Alan Turing’s digital computer, 
Steve Jobs’ iPhone, all simply 

ground-breaking. 

Easter celebrates the most ground-

breaking event in history, its impact 
still being felt today. Billions of peo-

ple all around the world this Easter 

will gather to celebrate a Jewish car-
penter from an obscure village who 

lived 2,000 years ago.  

Jesus of Nazareth never wrote a 

book. He never held political office. 
He never starred in a film. He never 

invented anything. He didn’t own 

anything. He never made any money 

and yet all these people will be cele-
brating his life. How is that even pos-

sible? How do we even know the 

name Jesus of Nazareth? Surely, he 
should have receded into the obscu-

rity from which he briefly emerged. 

On the Sunday morning, not long 

after Jesus’ brutal torture and death 
on Good Friday, a very unlikely pro-

tagonist, Mary Magdalene, came to 

the tomb early, while it was still dark. 

She saw this stone had been removed 

from the tomb.  

So Mary, from whom Jesus had pre-

viously driven out seven demons, and 

now a friend and follower of Jesus, is 
the first to arrive at the tomb. Things 

are not, however, as expected. It’s the 

gospel of Mark that tells us that she 
assumed someone had rolled the 

stone away. This was the obvious 

assumption, doubtlessly suggesting 

foul play.  

So she ran and went to Simon Peter 

and the other disciple whom Jesus 

loved, and told them that they had 

taken the Lord from the tomb and 
that she didn’t know where they had 

put him. 

Mary turns to Jesus’ closest friends, 

those fishermen and tells them what 
she saw and what she thinks: some-

body had stolen the body.  

Given the controversy surrounding 

Jesus’ life and death, one final indig-
nity at the hands of his enemies was 

not at all unlikely.  

So the story continues. Peter and 

John ran to the tomb, with John run-
ning faster than Peter and arriving 

first. He bent down and saw the bur-

ial cloth there, but he did not go in. 
Peter and John didn’t know what to 

make of this news either. 

John got there first, but he didn’t go 

Continued on page 15 

Christ and St Mary Magdalen at the Tomb, signed and dated 1638 by Rembrandt 

Van Rijn (Leiden 1606—Amsterdam 1669).  Currently in The Queen’s Gallery, 

Palace of Holyroodhouse. Royal Collection Trust / © Her Majesty Queen Eliza-

beth II 2022  

History’s most ground-breaking event 
Fr Mark Hogan looks back at the origins 

of Easter 

VASE or box of alabaster. Long fair hair S. Mary Magdalene. Patron of penitent women. 

https://www.rct.uk/collection/search#/add/location/eyJpZCI6IjY4MjY0NSIsIm5hbWUiOiJUaGUgUXVlZW4ncyBHYWxsZXJ5LCBQYWxhY2Ugb2YgSG9seXJvb2Rob3VzZSIsInR5cGUiOiJsb2NhdGlvbiIsImZhY2V0UXVlcnkiOm51bGx9
https://www.rct.uk/collection/search#/add/location/eyJpZCI6IjY4MjY0NSIsIm5hbWUiOiJUaGUgUXVlZW4ncyBHYWxsZXJ5LCBQYWxhY2Ugb2YgSG9seXJvb2Rob3VzZSIsInR5cGUiOiJsb2NhdGlvbiIsImZhY2V0UXVlcnkiOm51bGx9
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in, out of respect for Peter, the leader 

of the apostles. When Peter arrived, 

he went in and saw the burial cloth 
there and the cloth that covered Je-

sus’ head, rolled up and placed sepa-

rately.  

John describes the scene in this tomb 
and he goes into some detail because 

the picture didn’t make any sense. It 

was a puzzle. The cloths were there 
but the body was gone. Something 

was not quite right. 

If someone had moved the body, the 

cloths wrapping the body would have 
gone as well. But there they were and 

neatly arranged, deliberately placed 

and folded. A grave robber would 
hardly have taken time to unwrap the 

body, much less neatly and deliber-

ately arrange the cloths. The scene 

just didn’t make any sense. 

And then we learn that John went in, 

that John saw, and that John believed. 

He sees the same scene that Mary 

Magdalene and Peter saw, but John 
comes to a conclusion about this con-

fusing scene and he does so very 

quickly. He concludes that Jesus 

must have risen from the dead.  

As a conclusion, it’s inconceivable. 

It’s absurd. People don’t do that. Peo-

ple don’t rise from the dead. The idea 
defies logic and reason and sense and 

science, but it didn’t defy his experi-

ence because John had a relationship 

with the living, loving Lord Jesus. On 
the basis of that relationship, he was 

able to believe. 

You know, besides the baffling fact 

of the empty tomb, there’s another 
nagging fact that cannot be explained 

— in fact, one that no historian or 

theologian has ever been able to ex-
plain, nor any critic of Christianity 

explain away. It is that the apostles 

went on to testify not only that they 
saw an empty tomb, but further that 

they saw the risen Jesus. They had no 

reason to make such a claim. They 

didn’t profit by it. They didn’t make 
any money or gain power by it. In 

fact, just the opposite.  

Their lives were threatened. They 

were bullied and beaten. They were 
persecuted and imprisoned. Eventu-

ally, most of them would die for it, 

but they refused to change their story. 
Far from it, they insisted on telling 

others and it was their intention to tell 

everyone. 

The followers of Jesus didn’t rally 
around his death; rather, they rallied 

around his resurrection. They began 

to spread that message, the message 

that he was risen from the dead and 

that was their core message.  

And only as people rallied around 

that core message, did they begin to 

embrace the rest of the Christian 
message, a message that’s filled with 

ground-breaking concepts and ideas. 

On the day after Jesus’ death, it 

looked as if whatever small mark he 
might have made on the world would 

rapidly disappear. His closest friends 

and followers walked away, fright-
ened and alone and convinced that he 

was finished, that he had failed and 

that his message would fade because 

that’s what happens, doesn’t it?  

Normally, when someone dies, their 

impact on the world begins to recede. 

Even the greatest, most beloved lead-

ers, lose their influence over time.  

Jesus turned that upside down. His 

impact grew after his death and it 

grew more or less exponentially. The 

resurrection proves that Jesus was 
who he said he was and he could do 

what he said he could do. He was 

God and he could do anything. Be-
cause if you can predict your own 

death and engineer your own resur-

rection, I suppose you can pretty 

much do anything. 

Here’s another thing he said he could 

do. He said that because he could rise 

from the dead, we could too.  

His friends and followers can follow 
that same pattern from death to life. 

And that’s why Easter is ground-

breaking for everybody.  

The mortality rate in this country still 
hovers around 100 per cent. Death is 

inevitable, and that’s the bad news. 

The good news, though, is that we 
have nothing to fear. We have no 

need to fear death when our life is 

linked to Christ in a living, loving 

relationship with him.  

Your role and mine is simply to be-

lieve and receive, to believe in the 

truth of the resurrection and to re-

ceive the gift of life that he gives to 

us in baptism. 

 

Continued from page 15 

Apostles refused to change their story 

Licoricia in Jewry Street 
A statue of Licoricia and her son Asher 
was unveiled in February in Jewry 

Street, Winchester, opposite St Peter’s. 

In the 13th century she was an impor-

tant moneylender and businesswoman, 
a leading member of the thriving Jewish 

community in Winchester, and con-

nected with the court of Henry III. The 
local Jewish community campaigned 

and collected for the statue: to celebrate 

an inspirational woman, to shine a light 
of tolerance, diversity and inclusive-

ness, and to inform and educate. Our 

parish has a longstanding good relation-

ship with the local Jewish community, a 
feeling of neighbourliness and shared 

heritage, and we are proud to have 

made a small contribution towards the 

cost of the statue. 


