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As I write, we’re celebrating Cameron 

Norrie reaching the Wimbledon semi-

final. Who knows how he will fare 

against reigning champion, Novak Djok-

ovic, but it gives me an excuse to write a 

little about an initiative we’ve just 

launched called ‘First Serve’. 

 
One British faith organisation con-

ducted a survey to find out why people 

are interested in volunteering. Their 

reasons included: to make friends; to 
help and support people; to use spare 

time well; to gain experience of a spe-

cific situation; to practise and learn 
new skills; to experience different 

situations; to do something worth-

while; to contribute to, and feel part 
of, the community; to build up self-

esteem, work skills and confidence; to 

express faith values in a practical way. 

 
Serving as part of our parish commu-

nity – whether in church or in the 

wider community – is good for us. As 
well as for the reasons given above it 

helps us to grow as disciples of Jesus.  

 

We become more Christ-like, learning 
to copy his example of humble service 

in ‘washing feet’; we mature as fol-

lowers of Jesus when we’re given 
greater responsibility and need to ask 

for his help; and we make ourselves 

available as channels of God’s grace. 

Serving as part of our parish commu-
nity is also good for the Church, the 

Body of Christ. We are each ‘living 

stones’, critical to the mission of 

bringing people closer to Jesus Christ 
in hope and joy; service increases the 

positive impact we can have as a par-

ish in the wider community; and serv-
ing together brings greater unity to the 

parish. 

 
Serving will make your life better, it 

will help us as a parish community and 

it will improve the lives of those 

you’re serving. That’s why my desire 
is for every parishioner to be a volun-

teer minister in some way, shape or 

form. 
 

We’re very blessed in this parish that 

we have so many people, of all ages 
and backgrounds, who serve us and 

the wider community through our vol-

unteer ministries.  

 
One of our key ministries is that of 

welcome and hospitality. Every one of 

us has a responsibility to offer wel-
come to our guests but this ministry 

helps us to be more intentional and 

focussed about it.  

 
Our welcome ministry challenges us to 

be more hospitable, helping us to 

strive to welcome everyone, without 
exception. We’re still learning and 

 CROSSKEYS 
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Volunteers are 
ace servers 

Father Mark Hogan explains the back-
ground to ‘First Serve’ 

Continued on page 2 
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The statue of Our Lady from St 

Peter’s church travelled through-

out the parish in May. See more 

pictures on pages 6 and 7. 
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have a long way to go but I believe 

we’re moving in the right direction. 
All of our volunteer ministries aim to 

serve God, at Mass and in the wider 

community. 
 

Participating in one of these minis-

tries can, indeed should be enriching 
for us who serve too.  

 

I know how blessed I have been over 

my life, from a very tender age, al-
ways getting back much more than I 

put in. I hope that those who serve in 

our parish volunteer ministries feel as 
blessed as I have been over the years. 

I really would like to thank you all 

for your kindness and generosity. 
 

Maybe there are also some of you 

who aren’t currently serving. There 

might be lots of reasons but maybe 
for some of you it’s that you don’t 

know how to get involved. Some-

times as a parish we haven’t made it 
very clear what your next step might 

be.  

Our ‘First Serve’ initiative is an op-

portunity for those of you who aren’t 
yet volunteering to get a taste of serv-

ing in one of our ministries for three 

months, with some basic training and 

supported by a mentor.  
 

At the end of the three months, we’d 

hope you will have had a good ex-
perience and that you’d stay on serv-

ing in that ministry or find another to 

which you’re better suited – but that’s 
up to you. Would you be willing to 

try serving in one of these ministries? 

 

Welcoming – at any of our Masses;  

Church cleaning 

Teas and coffees – offering hospital-
ity after Mass at St. Gregory’s, St. 

Stephen’s, St. Thomas More or the 

10:30am at St. Peter’s; 

Reception desk – helping at the re-
ception desk in our Pastoral Centre 

during the week; 

Altar servers – if you’re under 18 

and have made your First Holy Com-

munion. 

Something else – maybe you’d like 
to serve but just aren’t sure what or 

where or how? 

Then, please just register an interest 
via the parish office and we’ll follow 

up –                                                

office@stpeterswinchester.org.uk or 

01962 852804. 
 

Jesus tells us that he came not to be 

served but to serve. As the Holy 
Spirit helps us to become more like 

Jesus, then our desire to serve others 

will also grow. 
 

So, for example, if we want our par-

ish to be a place of genuine Christian 

love and service, we must be sure that 
all of us are enabled to play our part.  

 

One of my key roles is “to equip the 
saints (that’s you, our parishioners) 

for the work of ministry (that’s serv-

ing others), for building up the body 
of Christ, until we all attain to the 

unity of the faith and of the knowl-

edge of the Son of God” (Eph 4:12-

13).  
 

In that way, our parish family will 

take a few more gentle steps towards 
becoming at least a little bit like 

Heaven on Earth. 

Opportunities for everyone to grow 

At the bottom of each page are some suggested one day walks taken from https://britishpilgrimage.org/routes/ 

Continued from page 1 

Catholic History Society marks silver jubilee 

Dr Thomas Penn, delivered the Winchester Catholic History Society’s 25th anniversary lecture on 6 July at Winchester Col-

lege on The Brothers York: An English Tragedy. Pictured (from left) Fr Tom McGrath, chairman, Valerie Oxenham, secre-

tary, Dr Penn, and Bishop Peter Doyle.      Visit website: https://www.winchestercatholichistorysociety.com/. 
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Salisbury Cathedral Pilgrimage walk in a day St Edith of Wilton’s Day Way – Baverstock start – 9 miles. 

Welcoming people from Ukraine 

St Peter’s, in conjunction with 

Winchester City of Sanctuary and 

Churches Together, held our first 

welcome hub on 4 May and opened 

the doors to approximately 35 – 40 

people and children from Ukraine.  

At the moment the need is for people 

from Ukraine to get together, but in 

time we will be reaching out to com-

municate with people from all na-

tions, as we welcome any refugees 

living in the city of Winchester and 

its surrounding areas.  

We continue to open every Wednes-

day and regularly welcome between 

20 and 40 Ukrainian guests together 

with people offering expertise, advice 

and specialist support. We are as-

sisted by a large number of volun-

teers from St Peter’s and further 

afield – guests and volunteers chat, 

form friendships and eat cake!  

The hub is a hive of activity, from the 

gentle buzzing of conversation both 

in Ukrainian and English, to im-

promptu singing, art, sharing recipes, 

helping to prepare for Winchester Hat 

Fair carnival and Ukrainian festivals. 

Volunteers are also helping to set up 

a Ukrainian ladies choir and yoga 

classes.  

People seeking sanctuary in the UK 

need people and services to help them 

make sense of their experiences, and 

draw on their resilience and strength 

to start to recover and rebuild their 

lives.  

Refugees’ concerns include worrying 

about money, clothes, accommoda-

tion, education for their children, and 

of course there is a constant concern 

about loved ones being left behind. 

We are happy to be contributing in a 

small way, alongside other churches, 

to help people who need our support. 

Our home is their home now.  

A huge thank you to all the commit-

ted volunteers – without them the hub 

would not be successful – as well as 

to the St Peter’s parish staff who have 

been so generous and accommodating 

with this initiative.  

The steering group includes Susanna 

Church, Mike Elks, Dina Foy, Lisa 

Justice, Peter McManus, Barry Pof-

fley, Lesley Sheldon-Browning, Mike 

Slinn together with Beth Flint from 

the Winchester City of Sanctuary.  

For further information contact Les-

ley Sheldon-Browning, e-mail les-

ley.Sheldonbrowning@outlook.com  

Please do reach out if you would like 

to offer help or support. Winchester 

City of Sanctuary is also receiving 

donations to support refugees across 

the city. Please see https://

winchester.cityofsanctuary.org/

donations.  

Lesley Sheldon-Browning reports on 
the St Peter’s Sanctuary Welcome Hub 

Volunteers ready to welcome visitors with information leaflets. 
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Catholics were the strange kids 

who didn’t do RE at school. This 

was Alison’s principal thought 

about the contemporary Catholic 

Church, before we got engaged in 

1988. 

Quite wisely, she wanted to have a 

broader understanding of what she 
might be letting herself in for in mar-

rying a Catholic. 

And like an on-time train, there in 

Peterpost, was an advert for the Jour-

ney in Faith programme – a pro-
gramme for anyone wanting to learn 

more about the Catholic Church.  

It seemed like a good opportunity to 

learn more, but Alison was a con-
tented Church of England church-

goer, and had no intention of becom-

ing a Catholic. 

The Journey in Faith team, then led 
by Deacon Ted Hogan and his wife 

Pat, but regularly supported by 

Canon Nick France and a team of 

parishioners, was brilliant at provid-
ing a gentle and unpressured explora-

tion of what it means to be a Catho-

lic.  

Just like Alison, many people who 
have travelled on the Journey in 

Faith over the years would never 

have crossed the parish centre thresh-

old if there had been any presump-

tion of becoming a Catholic. 

However, something like half way 

through the programme Alison began 

to feel that the Catholic faith that had 
been only historical background to 

books or ruins (or the odd kids at 

school!), was a real, living, speaking 
thing now. It was something she felt 

drawn to – strengthening and enrich-

ing her existing Christian faith. 

This was a gradual process though, 

moving from wary intellectual inter-
est to a certain desire to become a 

Catholic, and to great joy at being 

received.  

Not being able to continue to take 

communion with her mother was a 

sadness and a difficulty, as it has 

been for many, but Canon Nick gen-
tly explained the reality of the sacra-

mental unity that is intrinsic in the 

Eucharist. We try to explain this gen-

tly, as he did. 

Towards the end of Alison’s year, 

Canon Nick France said to those who 

were being received, that they should 
be gentle with themselves, spend a 

year getting to know what it was to 

be a Catholic, look at the ministries 

and roles in the parish, and then after 
that year see if they wanted to be-

come actively involved. 

So it was a little surprising that a few 

weeks later, Canon Nick and Deacon 
Ted asked Alison (and me as her 

sidekick) to join the Journey in Faith 

team for the following year. 

Journey in Faith is a programme 
which can include, for those who 

want it – when and if they decide 

they want it – the Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults.  

This was an entirely new Rite, 
sprung from the Second Vatican 

Council, trying to look back to the 

ways of initiation of the early 

Church.  

For the decades leading up to Vati-

can II, adults wanting to learn more 

about the Church had some ‘one to 

one’ conversations with a priest. 

Journey in Faith was an entirely new 
concept. It emphasised, right from 

the start, that we are a pilgrim people 

– the evangelisation paradox, that we 
are all individually called into an 

ever closer personal relationship with 

God – but we are called to do it to-

gether!  

So the group experience of JiF has 

always been central to the success of 

the Journey. It is an experience of 

joint endeavour – often it is the fel-
low enquirers, and their faith stories 

that can have the biggest influence. 

Never a year has gone by without us 

learning and growing too. 

As Journey in Faith (JiF) had started 
only a few years previously, because 

it was so new, an awful lot was made 

up on the spot as the Spirit guided!  

The structure of the programme we 
have run for more than 30 years has 

its foundations in the programme that 

Deacon Ted drew up on the back of a 
rough sheet of A4. This isn’t because 

we’re lazy, but because it seems to 

work. 

We have tinkered and changed every 

year to respond to ideas and sugges-
tions from all, but the core of the 

programme is very clearly the child 

of the original. 

Mostly that is because Ted’s genius 
was not to try and invent from 

scratch or persuade from brilliance. 

We try to show an encounter with 
Christ and his Church through the 

eternal truths of the Creed, through 

Scripture and through the Sacra-

ments, and each of these has grown 

in focus as the years have passed.  

The Creed is now two sessions; 

Scripture now a focus within each 

and every session;  and the Mass we 
now devote three sessions to – and 

even that isn’t enough! 

Over the years there have been other 

changes and evolutions, there has 

been sadness and joy, an awful lot of 

laughter and no few tears.   

I guess, we have also been witness to 

the growing secularisation of society 

– there are more unbaptised among 
our enquirers, and more for whom 

even the starting concept of faith in 

God is a stretch.  

And yet what has been consistent 
throughout all the years, is the obvi-

Nick Kelly writes about his experience 
delivering the Journey in Faith pro-

gramme 

Continued on page 5 

Exeter Cathedral Pilgrimage walk in a day St Boniface Way – from Newton St Cyres – 9 miles. 

What does it mean to be a Catholic? 
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ous work of the Holy Spirit, speaking 

into people’s hearts. The absolute 

uniqueness of everyone’s faith jour-

ney never ceases to amaze me. 

It has been a privilege and an honour 

for us to share in a part of so many 

people’s faith journeys. And it has 
been an inspiration and a joy to see so 

many active in the parish today.  

There are far too many memories for 

one article, but a few to offer would 

be: 

 An enquirer saying towards the end 

of the programme “It’s not that I’ve 
found answers to my questions, it’s 

more that I started to realise that per-

haps I was asking the wrong ques-
tions.” 

 

 An octogenarian army officer who 

had seen so much, and who had spent 

50 years coming to mass with his 
wife, because it was the thing to do, 

then spending three years coming to 

JiF, and in those three years, growing 
into a deep and visible relationship 

with Jesus. Joyfully received at 

Easter, and almost tearful at his First 

Holy Communion, he died shortly 
afterwards, in peace. 

 

 An enquirer from an evangelical 

background, drawn to the Church 

though by an encounter with the real-
ity of God’s presence in the Eucha-

rist, but almost visibly resisting the 

pull, wanting to find a reason, want-

ing to find a way to reject Catholic 
teaching, but gradually, gradually, 

coming not just to accept, but to truly 

embrace the sacramental encounter 
with God. 

 Father Peter Doyle being so suppor-

tive during his time as parish priest, 

and then returning as Bishop, during 
Covid times, and leading us again, 

sometimes on Zoom, sometimes in 

person, and seeing, written clearly on 
the faces of the enquirers, the impact 

of his words about the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation and the mercy of God. 

During the years there have been lots 
of parishioners on the team, for short 

or long periods, as stalwarts or guest 

stars.  

There have been far too many to men-

tion all individually, for which I 
apologise, but special mention is defi-

nitely due to Carmel McClean, 

Imelda Weingart, Peter and Margaret 
McManus, Sister Jiji, Deacon Gerard 

and Piotr and Liza Nahajski.  

One of the nicest things anyone has 

said to us as we have taken this step 

back from leadership of the Journey 
in Faith programme, is Canon Nick 

France, the same who asked us 32 

years previously to become involved.   

He said we had been faithful disciples 

of Deacon Ted. Ted was a clever, 
kind and self-deprecating man, and an 

inspiring and very faithful Catholic, 

and we have been proud to carry on 

in his footsteps. 

The Emmaus Community in Bar 

End Road, Winchester, continues 

to flourish despite the challenges 

that COVID and the global econ-

omy has thrown its way. 

The community can now support up 

to 40 previously homeless people at 
any one time, allowing each compan-

ion (resident) to not only have first 

class accommodation, but the oppor-
tunity to work in their operation 40 

hours a week. Emmaus generates its 

income through the companions man-

aging three stores selling second 

hand furniture, clothing and bric-a-

brac. All the proceeds of their en-

deavours go into running their com-
munity and also offering practical 

support to others in need locally. 

Companions run their stores, the 

warehouse, van collections and cater-
ing services themselves, backed by a 

dedicated support team. 

Last year Emmaus recycled and 

saved over 450 tonnes of furniture 

from landfill. 

A recent development has been the 

launch of their repair shop and com-

panions are now able to make and 

restore items for sale. 

The community has offered to spon-
sor several Ukrainians and await fur-

ther progress on this. 

Emmaus is delighted, now Covid 

restrictions are lifted, to be able 

once again to take all donations 

through its stores. Email trans-

port@emmaushampshire.org.uk or 

ring 01926 868300, or call into the 

Bar End shop. 

Proud to carry on in Ted’s footsteps 

Emmaus Community now supporting 40 previously homeless people 

Wells Cathedral Pilgrimage in a day, linear route from Glastonbury Abbey to Wells Cathedral. 

Continued from page 4 

Alison and Nick on their wedding day 

with Deacon Ted Hogan and Canon Nick 

France. 
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During May the statue of Our Lady from St 

Peter’s church travelled from home to home. 

This is a beautiful stream of prayer with the 

help of Mary as she links us all together as 

one family and brings us closer to Jesus.  

Aquae Sulis Way (1-day version) – Bradford-on-Avon to Bath Abbey. 12 miles.  

May           
rosary  

chain of 
prayer 
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Thank you all who 

joined in the May Ro-

sary chain.  

We hope you enjoyed 

being part of a chain of 

prayer asking Our 

Blessed Mother to in-

tercede for us and for 

our world. 

We have a group of 

prayer intercessors who 

pray for our parish and 

for other intentions sent in a weekly 

email.  

If you would like the intercessors to 

pray for an intention or if you are 

interested to join this team contact: 

prayers@stpeterswinchester.org.uk 

Bristol Cathedral Pilgrimage in a day – Three routes – long, short and circular. 

mailto:prayers@stpeterswinchester.org.uk
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We are already blessed to have 

opportunities and thriving sacra-

mental programmes in the parish 

for our children and young people, 

with teams of wonderful, dedicated 

leaders, catechists, and helpers.  

We are now looking to further de-

velop faith formation for our children 
and young people to provide a more 

cohesive programme for them to 

grow in their faith together.  

We are presently discerning how to 

implement this within the parish, 
using the five systems of evangelisa-

tion, worship, discipleship, fellow-

ship, and ministry (as laid out by the 
Divine Renovation model of ministry 

for parish renewal and which we, as 

a parish, have adopted) providing a 
framework for both the development 

and evaluation of any potential initia-

tives.  

We are hoping to develop and pro-

vide a range of programmes to meet 
individuals at all stages of faith and 

engagement, providing a seamless 

offering throughout the different ages 
with entry possible at any stage. It 

would also enable specific catechet-

ical sacramental programmes to sit 

within a coherent framework of faith 

formation. 

Alongside this, we are hoping to 

grow how we support parents, so 

they feel equipped in their role as 

first educators in the faith, responsi-

ble for their own children’s spiritual 
growth in an incarnational practice of 

the faith in each domestic church (the 

family home), and so that all would 
feel a sense of belonging and com-

munity. 

Vision 

The vision for children’s ministry is 

an encounter with God’s love 
through life-giving experiences 

within a loving community. As they 

grow and have fun together, the chil-

dren discover the joy and freedom of 
growing in and living out their faith, 

moving to an expression of this 

through a desire to serve others.  

All endeavours are underpinned by 
the desire to provide opportunities 

for them to encounter God’s love for 

them, to experience living in the 
power of the Holy Spirit, and to grow 

in experiential knowledge of Christ, 

leading to a deeper understanding of 

the beauty and importance of the 
Mass, the sacraments, and the tenets 

our Catholic faith. 

The vision for youth ministry in the 

parish is a vibrant community of 
young people who are joyfully en-

gaged with their faith and deepening 

their relationship with Jesus as they 

discover their gifts and how best to 

use these in service to others.  

Youth move into the adult 

parish community, confident 

in their Catholic faith, with a 
firm sense of Jesus Christ 

walking alongside them, and 

a commitment to the Church 

and the parish. 

Like all other parish chil-

dren’s, family and youth 

ministry initiatives, their de-

velopment and provision are 
informed by the parish mis-

sion:  

Bringing people closer to Jesus 

Christ in hope and joy. 

Over the next few years therefore, 

we are hoping to implement new ini-

tiatives that will both complement 
and enhance those we already have 

in place. All of this we are continu-

ing to discern through prayer and the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, along-

side conversations with the parish 

leadership and wider community. 

Vision rationale 

To bring children, youth, young peo-
ple, and families closer to Jesus 

through developing a personal rela-

tionship with Him is the single, cen-

tral, end goal of the different minis-
try activities. We hope to provide 

opportunities for a lively expression 

of their faith leading to transforma-
tion through Christ, enabling each 

person to discover their unique call 

from God in a deeper way, to inspire 
them to be good witnesses to their 

faith, and to grow closer to God as 

they journey alongside each other.  

We hope to so root the children and 

youth in their faith that they will be 
committed and remain faithful 

through to adulthood. We desire to 

allow God to raise up disciples, 
saints: children and young people 

who pray and listen to God, who love 

the Bible, who frequent the Sacra-

ments especially Mass, who experi-
ence the Holy Spirit, who radiate 

God’s love and joy to those around 

them, who seek to draw others along 
with them, who serve God and oth-

ers, who seek to build up God’s king-

dom, and who aren’t afraid to live 

counter-culturally.  

How will our vision be achieved? 

Our teams should seek to love and 

value each child, young person, or 

family, meeting them where they are 

without judgement.  

Tewkesbury Abbey to Gloucester Cathedral – 14 miles – 1-2 days . 

Rosanne Walker reports on the various 
strategies 

Continued on page 9 
Preparing for First Holy Communion. 

Children, youth and family ministry 
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St Birinus Dorchester Abbey Pilgrimage in a day – 10 miles – Churn Knob, Blewbury to Dorchester Abbey  

Our helpers, leaders, catechists, and 

accompaniers should receive neces-

sary support, initial/refresher train-
ing, and opportunities to deepen their 

own prayer life, so to be fully effec-

tive witnesses to the Lord in their 

particular roles.  

Engaging with whole families 

through accompaniment and particu-
lar ministries, will naturally raise up 

volunteers to help within the pro-

grammes as the young people and 

parents discover their unique gifted-
ness, equipping some to go on to be-

come catechetical and ministry leads. 

Every endeavour should therefore 

take into account each person’s po-
tential for growth and leadership op-

portunities and be enshrined within 
the faith community, with connec-

tions being made to other initiatives 

where this would enhance the sense 

of community and purpose. The ex-
perience of the children, young peo-

ple and families should be transfor-

mational and inspirational; church 
should be a place where they want to 

be! 

Initiatives currently envisioned for the coming year 

for youth and young people include an autumn Youth 

Alpha, a year-round youth group, plans to attend 

World Youth Day 2023, and a discipleship weekend 

away.  

Alongside a recently formed baptism visiting team 

supporting parents, plans are underway to start a 

Messy Church (a faith-based alternative to Pat-a-

Cake for all ages that involves creativity, fun and fel-

lowship around a biblical theme), a children’s prayer, 

praise and pizza group, and a post First Holy Com-

munion group. 

It’s wonderful to have exciting ministries and events 

being planned for our children, families, and young 

people, but they need the support of the whole parish.  

Could you pray for the initiatives? If you attend Eu-

charistic Adoration, would you spend a short time 

before our Lord to ask His blessing on our work and 

discernment, and on our young people?  

Would you like to know more or get involved in some 

way? There are many levels of involvement in help-

ing facilitate the exciting things we are planning, 

from developing resources, setting up, welcoming, 

serving refreshments, to facilitating group discussion, 

interceding, and delivering the sessions themselves.  

We really value inter-generational involvement; as 

we roll out some of the initiatives over the next few 

years, please don’t feel you are too young, too old, or 

too inexperienced, for the Lord calls each one of us 

according to our gifts, not by our age nor qualifica-

tions, and there will always be a friendly welcome. 

We will continue to canvass your thoughts over the 

coming months in various ways; in the meantime 

please do email rosanne@stpeterswinchester.org.uk 

(children and family) or jo-

anna@stpeterswinchester.org.uk (youth) if you have 

any suggestions, reflections or questions. We will be 

updating the dedicated page on the website fre-

quently, and keeping you informed of developments. 

Participants at the adult and youth spiritual away day at Farleigh prep school in the spring. 

Continued from page 8 

Involving the whole parish community 

mailto:rosanne@stpeterswinchester.org.uk
mailto:joanna@stpeterswinchester.org.uk
mailto:joanna@stpeterswinchester.org.uk
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Even though we were not in school 

for the actual national jubilee cele-

bration dates we made the most of 

being able to have a party to give 

thanks for our Queen’s service of 

70 years.  

We began the day with Mass for the 

feast of the Ascension – the perfect 

way to begin a day of celebration. 

Following Mass each year group 

looked at popular culture from a dec-

ade of the Queen’s reign, along with 

considering British values, such as 

democracy and the rule of law.  

At the end of the day each class 

showcased what they’d learnt – so 

we had dances ranging from the 
Twist to the Macarena, along with 

some superb art work.  

This followed the whole school sing-

ing the national anthem – many hav-
ing learnt the words in class during 

the day. The singing was accompa-

nied by the school band that really 

added to the sense of occasion.  

Year 4 entertained everyone at lunch-
time with their samba band too. Mu-

sic sits at the heart of such events at 

St Peter’s. 

However, for many of our children 

(and staff!) the highlight of the day 

was the ice cream van that turned up 
during the street party, courtesy of 

our PTA. Some quotes from the chil-

dren include: 

‘Miss Buxton, how did the ice cream 

van know we were having a party?’ 

‘I’ve not brought any money for an 

ice cream...is it really free?’ 

‘Can I have bubblegum flavour?’ 

(‘No!’ was the headteacher’s reply.) 

‘This is the best day ever!’ 

The day ended with a bake sale or-

ganised by our Year 5 children who 

raised an amazing £334.80 for chari-
ties that are supporting Ukrainian 

refugees. It was a perfect end to what 

had been a very special day. 

Thank you to all the staff and the 
PTA that went to such efforts to give 

our children a memorable day.  

Little Fishes celebrate jubilee 

Little Fishes celebrated the Queen’s 

Jubilee by making crowns, flags, 

learning facts by joining in with a 
royal quiz and making invitations. 

After lots of play outside and time 

with our reception children they had 

a special treat of ice lollies. 

The children welcomed the author 

Anne Wan who came in and shared 

her book ‘Manners Fit for the 
Queen’. They learnt how two chil-

dren cope with being invited by the 

queen to a garden party, and the im-

portance of good manners – some-
thing all children at Little Fishes 

have! 

Head teacher Louise Buxton relates how  
St Peter’s School marked the Queen’s 

jubilee  

Hip, hip, hooray for our Queen 

There are five pilgrimages into Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford, from the surrounding countryside. 
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In 1792, the government was facing a similar problem 

as today: a wave of refugees crossing the English 

Channel escaping a brutal regime.  

The revolution in France was worsening. Priests and no-

bility were fleeing for their lives, for many of their num-

ber had been murdered. The clergy arrived largely penni-
less with little more than the clothes on their backs, for 

the French authorities stopped them from taking money 

or possessions.  

Public subscriptions were opened, with generous results, 
although nationally there was more sympathy for the 

priests than for the nobility.  

Since both Portsmouth and Southampton were major en-

try ports, with almost daily arrivals by September, the 

government decided to accommodate them in nearby 

Winchester.  

The abandoned palace begun by Charles II in 1683 but 
never completed, known as The King’s House, seemed 

ideal.  

Now dilapidated, it was hastily repaired and by Novem-

ber was ready for the first arrivals – 16 priests, ‘mostly 

Franciscans’. Ultimately there were some 1,000, with 

others lodged in the city through lack of space. 

The priests settled in well, living a communal life. A 

weekly maintenance budget of six shillings per priest was 

set by the government, that included their ‘Diet, washing, 

coals, candle, and everything’.  

An official inspection found that they were ‘supplied 

with what is necessary, but with nothing more; and eve-

rything is conducted in the most economical manner’. 

Not everyone was welcoming. Priests were occasionally 
harassed and insulted in the streets, although they always 

showed great courtesy to everyone they met. However, 

Portchester to Portsmouth Cathedral 11 miles. 

Continued on page 12 

Priests were fleeing for their lives 
Parish archivist John Thornhill turns back the clock to         

Winchester 230 years ago 

School bids farewell to Sue after 31 years of service 
This summer St Peter’s School is 

saying farewell to a very special 

member of its school community, 

Sue Hinde. 

 

Sue has been caretaker at the 

school for 31 years, beginning in 

October 1990. During this time she 

has overseen tremendous change 

at the school.  

 

During the seven headships that 

Sue has worked under the school 

has grown from 210 to 420 pupils, 

along with our Little Fishes Pre-

school going from strength to 

strength.  

 

Building work, interior changes, 

adaptations for accessibility and 

general maintenance to ensure the 

children have a lovely environ-

ment have been overseen by Sue.  

 

We are very fortunate to have the 
outside areas – something that 

really enhances life at St Peter’s 

and something that Sue has been 

passionate about maintaining. Sue 

says some of her ‘forever’ memo-

ries are of running the cake stall 

for the PTA summer fair, along 

with being involved in the setting 

up of the annual firework display. 

 

Sue also says many of the staff who 

have been through the school dur-

ing her years here have left a mark 

on her heart. We reply saying she 

has left not only a mark on our 

hearts but also greatly enhanced 

the life of all who have been at St 

Peter’s, children, staff, governors 

and parents. Thank you Sue for 

being you.  

We wish her a wonderful retire-

ment! 
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Continued from page 11 

Guildford Cathedral Pilgrimage in a day 6 miles short routes from either Shere/Gomshall or Chilworth. 

A remarkable piece of catholic history 

the upper classes tended to be more sympathetic. Indeed, 
it became quite the thing to visit Winchester to meet the 

priests.  

One such visitor was Catherine Harris, the 14-year-old 

daughter of James Harris, 1st Earl of Malmesbury.  

Describing her visit in a letter to her father (who was 

away in Brunswick negotiating the marriage of the Prince 
of Wales to the duke’s daughter, Princess Caroline), she 

wrote that the priests ‘make all kinds of little things very 

neatly. Miss Cozens [her governess] gave us each half a 
guinea to spend there. The priests have made little gar-

dens out of yards belonging to the King’s House & they 

look very neat & nice. They have very comfortable sleep-
ing rooms each with 4 or 5 beds & have fitted up a room 

like a chapel & have made all their altars & images so 

neat you cannot think’. And this from a young lady 

brought up firmly in the Anglican tradition! 

Although each priest received a small British government 

pension, many sought paid work.  

The Marchioness of Buckingham, a Catholic, established 

a workshop in the house, where up to 200 priests a day 

carried out trades, such as watch making, tapestries, em-

broidery and knitwear.  

The Marquis, not a Catholic but hugely supportive, pur-

chased 600 pairs of knitted gloves for the men of his regi-

ment camped close by. Pastimes included sketching, 

painting, writing and reading.  

They established a small library – we have a few of their 
books, and two watercolours, in the parish archive. 

These, and other related items, will shortly be on display 

in the Pastoral Centre. 

In 1796 the house was required as a barracks for troops 
fighting in the French wars. The priests left in small par-

ties for fear that a large body of Frenchmen moving to-

gether through the countryside, would be mistaken for a 

French invasion force.  

They were rehoused in Reading, Thame and Paddington, 

although a few chose to remain in Winchester, often liv-

ing in small communities. 

Shortly after their arrival, the priests thought to mount a 

wooden panel in their chapel recording their gratitude to 
George III and the generous British nation. However, 

rather than wood, the Marquess paid for a white marble 

tablet to be engraved.  

When the priests left, they presented it to John Milner, 

the parish priest, who fixed it in the porch of his chapel. 

The marble plaque has survived although damaged and 

warped by the damp, as can be seen from the photograph.  

When St. Peter’s was built in 1926, the plaque was 

erected inside the north doorway. Do go and look at it. 

Turn on the light at the switch by the adjacent sacristy 

door for a better view. 

Displayed are translations of the Latin text into English 

and French (we get a number of French people viewing it 

each year). It is a remarkable piece of Catholic history; 

both of Winchester and the country. 

An engraved white marble tablet from the late 18th century 

which can be viewed inside the north doorway of St Peter’s 

Church. 
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A sunny weekend in Brentwood 

saw several members of the parish 

Acorn groups arriving for our first 

retreat since beginning only just 

over a year ago.  

The Sion Community Centre hosted 

us and having braved the M25 on a 
Friday evening, we travellers were 

glad of the welcome and hospitality 

we received. Supper as the first item 

on the schedule was very much ap-

preciated. 

For some people who had been meet-

ing online for the past year it was the 

first time they had met in person. 
There was much excitement to be 

able to see people ‘in 3D’ but also a 

surprise at the juxtaposition of how 
they were meeting such good friends, 

but for the very first time. 

The guest speaker for the weekend 

was Teresa Carvalho, she gave an 

introductory talk and an overview of 
what we would be hearing about and 

reflecting on during our time to-

gether.   

The theme of the weekend was 
‘Rooted in Christ we grow!’, this fol-

lowed on from the themes of our first 
two seasons in Acorn; ‘Rootedness’ 

and ‘Growth’.  

It encompassed the vision as a com-

munity of communities growing to-

gether in Christ and in friendship 

with each other.  

We heard about the importance of 

putting Christ at the centre in our 

own ‘throne room’ and how this col-
ours how we view ourselves and the 

world around us. And of course, as it 

is the very essence of Acorn groups, 
we heard about the importance of 

spiritual friendships. 

As part of the retreat we spent time in 

personal reflection, sharing an Em-

maus Walk in pairs and reflecting on 
our personal journeys in our Acorn 

groups.  

The Taize prayer time on Saturday 

was an incredibly moving and power-
ful experience. The evenings gave us 

all a chance to relax and enjoy some 

social time together. It also provided 
a glimpse into the competitive streaks 

of a few people with an impromptu 

Jenga tournament, the tension was 

palpable! 

We were also very blessed that Fr 
Mark was able to join us for the 

weekend and lead us in prayer and 

worship, celebrating mass with us in 

the beautiful chapel. We were able to 
share with him the fruitfulness of 

Acorn groups in the parish and our 

experience of being part of them. 

At the final prayer session before 

everyone headed back home, we 
heard about how much the weekend 

had meant to people, some of the 

quotes from the participants were; 

“I have never felt closer to Christ” 

“I was surprised at the spirituality and 

emotion of the weekend” 

“On our retreat the feeling of kinship 

with people I’d never met before was 

a joy and the deepening of these 
friendships through our shared friend-

ship with Jesus Christ filled my soul” 

“The Acorn Retreat was an incredible 

opportunity to step away from the 

pressures and distractions of every-
day life, spend some time thinking 

about what is really important, and 

get to know the other members of our 
groups better. And perhaps get to 

know ourselves better...” 

Acorn Ggroups continue to grow and 

flourish in the parish and everyone is 

already looking forward to next 

year’s retreat. If you would like to 

join a group or would like to know 

more, please email Sarah at 

acorn@stpeterswinchester.org.uk 

Sarah Layzell reports on the  

Acorn group’s weekend retreat 

Chichester Cathedral Pilgrimage in a day Stoughton to Chichester Cathedral – 1 day, 8 miles. 

Rooted in Christ we grow 

The Acorn Group heard about the importance of spiritual friendship on their first retreat. 
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First Holy Communion celebrations 

Cuckmere Pilgrim Path – 12 miles, Alfriston-Berwick-Selmeston-Arlington-Lullington-Alfriston (circular). 

We had two very joyful First Holy 

Communion Masses at the begin-

ning of July, with 40 children re-

ceiving Jesus in the Blessed Sacra-

ment for the first time. Fr Mark 

Hogan celebrated both Masses, 

with Fr Anthony concelebrating at 

the morning Mass.  

Thanks to our wonderful cate-

chists: Christian, Francesco, 

Joanne, Katie, and Sara and also 

to Ian Waring-Green (organist), 

Liz Slinn (cantor), Jane Reidy 

(flowers), the siblings of several 

First Communicants who served, 

and Tony Darlison for overseeing 

them.  

The following day the children and 

their families were welcomed by 

individual church communities at 

their usual Sunday Masses, and 

celebrated afterwards with fellow 

parishioners. It was wonderful to 

see such happy faces and hearts, 

and we pray they would continue 

to grow in love of Jesus and spread 

the joy and truth of the Gospel to 

all they meet.  


