Easter Sequence — Victimae Paschali Laudes

Victimae paschali laudes
Immolent Christiani;
Agnus redemit oves;
Christus innocens patri
Reconciliavit peccatores.

Mors et vita duello
Conflixere mirando;

Dux vitae mortuus regnat vivus.

Dic nobis, Maria,

Quid vidisti in via?
Sepulcrum Christi viventis,
et gloriam vidi resurgentis:
Angelicos testes,
sudarium, et vestes.

Surrexit Christus spes mea:
praecedet suos in Galilaeam.

Scimus Christum surrexisse

a mortuis vere:

tu nobis, victor Rex, miserere.
Amen. Alleluia.

To the Paschal Victim

Let Christians offer praises;

The Lamb has redeemed the sheep,
The innocent Christ

Has reconciled sinners to the Father.

Death and life contend
In a remarkable conflict;
The Lord of life is dead, yet reigns alive.

Tell us, Mary,

What did you see on the way?

| saw the tomb of the living Christ,
And [saw] the glory of His rising:
Angels as witnesses,

The shroud and garments.

Christ my hope has risen:
He goes before his own into Galilee.

We know Christ has truly risen
From the dead;

You, Victor King, have mercy on us.
Amen, Alleluia!
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A sequence occurs on only four occasions in the Church’s year.
This Easter sequence dates from the 11t century.
Please pray with the cantor as they sing this ancient chant.
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